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WHAT IS CLAIMED: 

1. A method of delivering inforuiaticn to subscribers 
on a communication ne^ork, wherein a plurality of data providers 
and a plurality of processing devices, each processing device 
uniquely associated with \ subscriber, are connected to said 
network, comprising the stetos of: 

receiving a sequent of information by said plurality 
of processing devices from a plurality of INFO sources connected 
to said network; \ 

selecting at least one \iata provider by each 
subscriber to display data that is\received from said at least 
one data provider via said iietwork; jand 

continuously displaying saicL sequence of information 
simultaneously with said data received Vrom said at least one 
data provider selected by said each subsrcriber \on an associated 
processing device such that said sequence /qf^i^a^oafm^fTon and said 
data requested by said each subscriber^afre sVmultaneously 
viewable, and wherein said data to be displayed on said 
associated processing device is selectable by sVid each 
subscriber and the display of said sequence of iiMormation is not 
controllable by said each subscriber. \ 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprisixig the step 
of selecting another data provider in response to an input from 



NY2-130567.3 



75 



PATENT 

. DT-2503 
said each subscriber anA wherein the step of continuously 
displaying displays said sequence of informaticn siraultansously 
with data received from sard other data provider. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of 
continuously displaying displays said sequence of information 
without interfering with the display of said data received from 
said at least one data provider selected by said each subscriber. 

4. The method of claim iX wherein the step of 
receiving a sequence of information includes the steps of: 

receiving a sequence of INFO \j)s fi^om a database 
connected to a network, each INFO ID uni^^w identifying the 
information in said plurality of INFO sp\nfis^^ 

reading said sequence of informat^n from said 
plurality of INFO sources in accordance with said sequence of 
INFO IDs. \ 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of : \ 

verifying the authorization of said each subscriber to 
determine if said each subscriber is authorized to connect to 
said network; and \ 
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inhibiting said associated processing device from 
displaying said sequenceXcf information if it is determined that 
said each subscriber is not authorized to connect to said 
network. \ 

6. The method of cVaim 5, further comprising the step 
of inhibiting said associated processing device from displaying 
said data received from said at reast one data provider selected 
by said each subscriber if it is dWermined that said each 
subscriber is not authorized to connect to said network. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of: X/ / 

verifying the authorization jBaid^-er^h subscriber to 
deteirmine if said each subscriber is authorized to connect to 
said network; and \ 

inhibiting said associated processing device from 
displaying said data received from said at leas^ one data 
provider selected by said each subscriber if it \s determined 
that said each subscriber is not authorized to connect to said 
network. \ 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein said se<Aence of 
information contains a sequence of advertisements. \ 
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9. The methoM of claim 1, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a seq^nce of messages or announcements. 

10, The method of c\aim 1, wherein said sequence of 
5 information contains a sequence \)f news. 



11. The method of claim V, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of updates. 



12, The method of claim 1, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of advertisements, messages or 
annou.icements, news and updates. 



13. The method of claim 1, where^ 
15 comprises texts. 



14, The method of claim 1, wherein the information 
comprises still pictures. 

20 15. The method of claim 1, wherein the inf ci^pnation 

comprises moving pictures. 



16. The method of claim 1, wherein the information 
comprises a video component and an audio component . 
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17. The methodl of claim 1, wherein the information is 
a combination of text,- strll pictures, moving pictures having 
video and audio components. 

18. The method of claim 6, wherein said network is a 
computer network and said plurai^^ty of processing devices are 
terminals . 

19. The method of claim iy8, further comprising the 

steps of: 

assigning a unique subscribe^- ID and a password to said 
each subscriber on said communication 

storing said subscriber ID an5af\s^X^__pa^word for said 
each subscriber in a database, 

20. The method of claim 19, furthW comprising the 
step of establishing a connection between eacl^ of said terminals 
and said computer network. 

21. The method of claim 20, wherein ea^h terminal 
includes an input device and wherein the step of esi^tablishing the 
connection includes the steps of: 

entering a subscriber ID and a password on baid input 
device by said each subscriber to initiate connection loetween a 
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terminal associated witn said each subscriber and said 
communication network; \ 



transmitting saM subscriber ID and said password 



entered on said input device to said database for verifications- 



determining whether said subscriber ID entered on said 
input device matches one of said subscriber IDs stored in said 
database to provide a verified subscriber ID; 

verifying said password entered on said input device 
matches said password associated with said verified subscriber ID 
if said verified subscriber ID is found; and ' 

connecting said terminal associated with said each 
subscriber to said computer network if\it/is determined that said 



password entered on said input device matc^nea a..p^ssword stored 
in said database which is associated vu/th\said verified 
subscriber ID. \ 

22. The method of claim 3, whereinXsaid network is a 
computer network and said plurality of processiiig devices are 
terminals. \ 



plurality of data providers is a server on said computer network 
and further comprising the step of selecting data to hk displayed 
from said at least one data provider by said each subsci^iber. 




23. The method of claim 22, wherein eachXof said 
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24. The method of claim 23, wherein each of said 
terminals includes an input device and wherein the. step of 
selecting data includes tne step of: 

entering a request for said data from said at least one 
server connected to said computer network on said input device of 
a terminal associated with skid each subscriber; and 

transmitting said remiest for said data to said at 
least one server from said terminal associated with said each 
subscriber. \ 

25. The method of claim \, wherein said network is a 
computer network and wherein the step cJ^Treceiving a sequence of 
information includes the steps of: /\(/ ^ 

receiving a sequence of addresses from a database 
connected to a network, each address indicating the location of 
the information in. said plurality of INFOy sources; and 

reading said sequence of information from said 
plurality of INFO sources in accordance wit^ said sequence of 
addresses. \ 

26. The method of claim 6/ further comprising the 
steps of : \ 

assigning an unique subscriber ID to each of said 
plurality of processing devices; \ 
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generating a\ login time and a login date for said each 
subscriber if it is determined that said each subscriber is 
authorized to connect toXsaid network; and 

storing said subscriber ID, said login time and said 
login date for said each subscriber in a database connected to 
said network if it is determined that said each subscriber is 
authorized to connect said network. 

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the step of 
generating login time and login aate includes the steps of: 

receiving from a source\^nnected to said network a 
virtual date and a virtual time,y 

generating said login tiiAJ^^aiKJ^ said login date for said 
each subscriber as a function of/saiij virtual time and said 
virtual date, respectively. 

28. The method of claim 26, further comprising the 

steps of : 

determining whether a processir^ device is no longer 
connected to said network; and 

generating a logout time and a logout date for said 
each subscriber if it is determined that s^id processing device 
associated with said each subscriber is no Ipnger connected to 
said network; and 
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storing said Iqaout time and said logout date for said 

each subscriber in said database if it is determined that said 

processing device associated with said each subscriber is no 

longer connected to said network. 

29. The method of clas^m 28, further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a session duration for said each subscriber 
as a function of said login time, sa^d login date, said logout 
date and said logout time; and 

storing said session duratioi\ ^r /said each subscriber 
in said database. 

30. The method of claim 29, fur^s^her comprising the 

steps of : 

generating a session usage record fbr said each 
subscriber containing said subscriber ID, said\ login time, said 
login date, said logout date, said logout time \nd said session 
duration; and 

storing said session usage record for sa^d each 
subscriber in said database. 

31. The method of claim 1, further compris:^fig the 

steps of : 
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assigning an uniqxie INFO ID and an INFO duration to 
each information in said sequence of information to provide a 
plurality of^ INFO IDs and a pliiirality of INFO durations; 

storing said plurality of INFO IDs and said plurality 
of INFO durations in a database opnnected to said network; and 
wherein the step of contNinuously displaying displays 
said each information in said sequence of information for said 
INFO duration assigned to said each information before displaying 
next information in said sec[uence of i\if ormation. 

32. The method of claim 27, Mrther comprising the 

steps of: 

determining whether a processing \device is no longer 
connected to said network; and 

generating a logout time and a logoYit date for said 
each subscriber as a function of said virtual aate and said 
virtual time if it is determined that said processing device 
associated with said each subscriber is no longei^ connected to 
said network; and 

storing said logout date and said logout \time for said 
each subscriber to said database if it is determinedX that said 
processing device associated with said each subscribei^ is no 
longer connected to said network. 
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33. The method of claim 32, further comprising the 




generating a session duration for said each subscriber 
as a function of said loginXtime, said login date, said logout 



storing said sessiom duration for said each subscriber 
to said database, \ 

34. The method of claim 33, further comprising the 
steps of : \ * 

generating a session usagev reco^ for said each 
subscriber containing said subscriberXlD, ysaid login time, said 
login date, said logout date, said IcMdn^l^ti^ said session 

duration; and \ 

storing said session usage record for said each 
subscriber in said database. \ 

35. The method of claim 28, further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

assigning a unique INFO ID and an INFO duration to each 
information in said sequence of information to provide a 
plurality of INFO IDs and a plurality of INFO durations; and 



date and said logout time; and 



storing said plurality of INFO IDs and said plurality 



of INFO durations in said database; and 
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wherein the st^p of continuously displaying displays 
said each information in kaid sequence of information for said 
INFO duration assigned to said each information before displaying 
next information in said sequence of information. 

36. The method of cls^im 35, further comprising the 

steps of: 

determining which infomiation in said sequence of 
information was displayed on said associated processing device as 
a function of said login time, said loqia^date, said logout date, 
said logout time and said plurality /ofwINFo' durations to provide 
a list of displayed information t<fc s^ii^^ga^n subset. iber; and 
storing said list of di§^3^yed\ information for said 
each subscriber in said database. 

37. The method of claim 36, wherJein said list of 
displayed information for said each subscriber contains a list of 
INFO IDs corresponding to the displayed information. 

38. The method of claim 37, further comprising the 

steps of: 

determining date and time that each INFto ID in said 
list of displayed information was displayed on said associated 
processing device as a function of said login time,\said login 
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date, said logout time, said logout date and said plurality of 
INFO durations to provide \a display date and a display time for 
said each INFO ID in said iVst of displayed information for said 
each subscriber; and \ 
5 storing said display\date and said display time for 

said each INFO ID in said list of displayed information for said 
each subscriber in said database, \ 

L-3 39, The method of claim 38, further comprising the 

steps of: \ 

iiy generating an INFO display record for each INFO ID in 

said list of displayed information for ^s^id -iach subscriber, said 
INFO display record containing an INFO IDvand said subscriber ID 

jTi of said each subscriber, and said display akte7"''said display time 

15 and said INFO duration associated wibn said\lNFO ID; and 

'"-4 ■ \ 

storing said INFO display record in said database. 

40. The method of claim 32, f urt her \compri sing the 
steps of: \ 
20 assigning a unique INFO ID and an INFO \durat ion to each 

information in said sequence of information to provide a 
plurality of INFO IDs and a plurality of INFO durations; and 

storing said plurality of INFO IDs and said plurality 
of INFO durations in said database; and \ 
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wherein the step\of continuously displaying displays 
said each information in sa\d sequence of information for said 
INFO duration assigned to said each information before displaying 
next information in said sequence of information. 

41. The method of cla^im 40, further comprising the 

steps of: 

determining which inforiAation in said sequence of 
information was display to said eaqh subscriber as a function of 
said login time, said login date, said^logout date, said logout 
time and said plurality of INFO durGraiofts to provide a list of 
display information for said each pubacriBer; and 

storing said list of display\inf ormation for said each 
subscriber in said database. 

42. The method of claim 41, wherein said list of 
displayed information for said each subscriber contains a list of 
INFO IDs corresponding to the displayed information. 

43. The method of claim 42, further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

determining date and time that each INFO ID in said 
list of displayed information was displayed on said associated 
processing device as a function of said login time, said login 
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date, said logout tin^, said logout date and said plurality of 
INFO durations to provi>de a display date and a display time for 
said each INFO ID in saiq^ list of displayed information for said 
each subscriber; and 

storing said display date and said display time for 
said each INFO ID in said list of displayed information for said 
each subscriber in said database. 



44. The method of claim 43, further comprising the 



m 



'"4 



steps of: 

generating an INFO di; 
said list of displayed informition 
INFO display record containing an II 
of said each subscriber, and said d;i 
and said INFO duration associated 



>r each INFO ID in 
-^aidy each subscriber, said 
md said subscriber ID 
taid display time 
[said INFO ID; and 



storing said INFO display record in said database. 



45. The method of claim 38, fuifther comprising the 

steps of: 

20 assigning a location ID for said feach subscriber in 

accordance with the locality of said associated processing 
device; and 

storing said location ID for said ea\:h subscriber in 
said database. 
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46, The method of claim 45, wherein said location ID 
includes a ^ip code; wherein said associated processing device 
includes a storage deviceX and the method further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

generating an INFo\display record for each INFO ID in 
said list of displayed informaVion for said each subscriber, said 
INFO display record containing an INFO ID, said subscriber ID and 
said location ID of said each sulTscriber, and said display date, 
said display time and said INFO duration associated with said 
INFO ID; \ 

Storing said INFO display i^cjoxiSi in said storage device 
of said associated processing device ;Xancy 

transmitting said INFO displ4y(recopd to said database. 

47. The method of claim 45, fxirther comprising the 
steps of: \ 

generating an INFO display record\ for each INFO ID in 
said list of displayed information for said each subscriber, said 
INFO display record containing an INFO ID, saVd subscriber ID and 
said location ID of said each subscriber, and said display date, 
said display time and said INFO duration associated with said 
INFO ID; and \ 

storing said . INFO display record in saild database. 
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48. The methoa\of claim 43, further comprising the 
steps of ! \ 

assigning a locatioji ID for said each siabscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said associated processing 
device; and \ 

storing said location ID for said each subscriber in 
said database. \ 

49. The method of claim 48\ further comprising the 
steps of: \ * 

generating an INFO display reqprd^^or each INFO ID in 
said list of displayed information for ^^d each subscriber, said 
INFO display record containing an INFO ID,VxsaiH .subscriber ID and 
said location ID of said each subscriber, ^d said display date, 
said display time and said INFO duration associated with said 
INFO ID; and \ 

storing said INFO display record in said database . 

50. The method of claim 48, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code; wherein said associated processing device 
includes a storage device; and the method further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

generating an INFO display record for eachuNFO ID in 
said list of displayed information for said each subscriber, said 
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INFO display record containing an INFO ID, said subscriber ID and 

said location ID of said each subscriber, and said display date. 

said display time and said INFO duration associated with said 

INFO ID; \ 

storing said INFO display record in said storage device 
of said associated processing devdce; and 

transmitting said INFO display record to said database, 

51. The method of claim 3iy, further comprising the 
steps of: Ail 

assigning a location ID for saa|d*eacjt subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said-associated processing 
device; and \ 

storing said location ID for saiffl each subscriber in 
said database . \ 

52. The method of claim 51, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code. \ 

53. The method of claim 51, further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

generating a session usage record for saad each 
subscriber containing said subscriber ID, said logm time, said 
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login date, said logckit date, said logout time, said session 
duration and said locaVion ID; and 

storing said session usage record for said each 
subscriber in said databa) 

54. The method of\claim 29, further comprising the 

steps of : 

assigning a location tp for gaid each subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of s^id associated processing 
device ; and 

storing said location ID f\?r sai5±^ach subscriber in 
said database. 

55. The method of claim 54/, v^erein^said location ID 
includes a zip code. 



56. The method of claim 54, further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a session usage record forXsaid each 
subscriber containing said subscriber ID, said loain time, said 
login date, said logout date, said logout time, sa\d session 
duration and said location ID; and 

storing said session usage record for said ^ach 
subscriber in said database. 
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of claim 28, further comprising the 


generating a pind signal every predetermined interval 
by said associated processing device if it is determined that 
said each subscriber is authorized to connect to said networks- 
transmitting said pina signal to said databases- 
updating said database^ to indicate expected time of 
next ping signal from said each subscriber; and 

wherein the step of generatino/^aid logout time and 
said logout date generates said logout tijFne and said logout date* 
for said each subscriber when said ^ing/Bignal is not received 
from said associat:ed processing de^i^?^ substantially within said 
expected time . 

58. The method of claim 32, farther comprising the 

steps of : 

generating a ping, signal every predetermined inteirval 
by said associated processing device if it Is determined that 
said each subscriber is authorized to connecn to said networks- 
transmitting said ping signal to saM databases- 
updating said database to indicate expected time of 
next ping signal from said each subscriber; and \ 

wherein the step of generating said logout time and 
said logout date generates said logout time and sa\d logout date 



NY2-130567.3 

94 




PATENT 
DT-2503 



for said each subscriber when said ping signal is not received 



from said ciaaouiated processing devi 



Ida ci 1 Vno 



stantially within said 



expected time. 



'■.J 

•■q 
m 

;!0 



59. The method of claim 31, wherein the step of 
continuously displaying includes the steps of: 

determining date and tvLme that each information in said 
sequence of information is displaced on said associated 
processing device to provide a c^^^lay date and a display time, 
respectively; and 

storing said display date\and said display time for 
said each information for said each subscriber in said database. 



is 

Q 



20 



60. The method of claim 59, \ further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a plurality of INFCi display records for said 
each subscriber, each INFO display record containing subscriber 
ID of said each subscriber, and said INFO\lD, said display date, 
said display time and said INFO duration associated with said 
each information; and 

storing said plurality of INFO display records for said 
each subscriber in said database. 
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61. The method of c\aim 59, further comprising the 

steps of: 

assigning a location ID\for said each subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of saa^d associated processing 
device ; and 

storing said location ID foy said each subscriber in 
said database. 

\ 

62. The method of claim 61, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code; wherein said associated processing device 
includes a storage device; and the method fiyyr'Ch^r comprising the 
steps of: 

generating a plurality of INFCS d^p.I^y<ifecords for said 
each subscriber, each INFO display record con\^ining subscriber 
ID and location ID of said each subscriber, anc^said INFO ID, 
said display date, said display time and said lUfO duration 
associated with said each infoirmation; 

storing said plurality of INFO display rfecords for said 
each subscriber in said storage device of said associated 
processing device; and 

transmitting said plurality of INFO display '^records for 
said each subscriber to said database. \^ 
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63. The method of claim 61, further comprising" the 
steps of: \ 

generating a plurality^ of INFO display records for said 
each subscriber, each INFO display record containing subscriber 
ID and location ID of said each subscriber, and said INFO ID, 
said display date, said display time and said INFO duration 
associated with said each information; and 

storing said plurality of VcNFO display records for said 
each subscriber in said. database . \ 

64. The method of claim 3, wherein each of said 
plurality of processing devices includes ya momtor having a first 
portion and a second portion, and an ximut dekrice; and wherein 
the step of continuously displaying diVal^s saidr^equence of 
information in said first portion of said monitor and displays 
said data received from said at least one\ data provider selected 
by each subscriber in said second portion \of said monitor. 

65 The method of claim 64 further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

assigning an unique INFO ID and an uNFO duration to 
each information in said sequence of information to provide a 
plurality of INFO IDs and a plurality of INFO durations; and 
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storing said plVirality of INFO IDs and said plurality 
of INFO durations in a database connected to said network; and 

wherein the step of continuously displaying displays 
said each information in saia sequence of information for said 
INFO duration assigned to saia each information before displaying 
next information in said sequence of information. 

66- The method of claim 65 wherein said first portion 
of said monitor is divided into a plurality of linked regions and 
a plurality of unlinked regions, each of said plurality of linkeci 
regions is linked to one of said pVLurality of data providers; and 
the method further comprising the/^tep of selecting one of said 
plurality of linked regions by s/iid\^ach subscriber to receive 
additional information . 

67. The method of claim 66 \ wherein each of said 
plurality of data providers is uniquely identified by a data 
provider ID and further comprising the steps of: 

assigning an unique subscriber^ ID to said associated 
processing device; 

detecting which information in s^id sequence of 
information is being displayed on said first portion of said 
monitor associated with said associated processing device to 
provide a displayed INFO ID; 



Ny2-130567.3 



98 



PATENT 
DT-2503 

determining kate and time that information 
corresponding to said di^splayed INFO ID was displayed on said 
associated processing device to provide a display date and a 
display time, respectively 

detecting which one of said plurality of linked regions 
was selected by said each suJoscriber during the display of 
information corresponding to s^aid displayed INFO ID to provide a 
selected data provider ID; and\ 

storing said subscriber ID, said displayed INFO ID, 
said selected data provider ID, said display date and said 
display time for said each subscriber in said database if it is 
detected that said one of said plurality of linked regions was 
selected by said each subscriber. \ / >v 

68. The method of claim 6 7 , (fi^t rie?c^ the 
steps of: \ 

assigning a location ID for said each subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said associated processing 
device; and \ 

storing said location ID for said eacHL subscriber in 
said database. \ 

69. The method of claim 68, wherein saidUocation ID 
includes a zip code; wherein said associated processing device 
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includes a storage, device ;\ and the method further comprising the 

generating a plurality of clicked event records for 
said each subscriber, each clicked event record for said each 
subscriber being associated with a single selected data provider 
ID and said each clicked event record contains said subscriber 
ID, said location ID and said single selected data provider ID, 
and said displayed INFO ID, said display date and said display 
time associated with said single selected data provider ID; 

storing said plurality of clicked event records for 
said each subscriber in said storage qevice of said associated 
processing device; and 

transmitting said plurality of\^yfcl7f<|:ked e^ent records 
for said each subscriber to said database 

70. The method of claim 68, further comprising the 

steps of : 

generating a plurality of clicked eVent records for 
said each subscriber, each clicked event record for said each 
subscriber being associated with a single selectted data provider 
ID and said each clicked event record contains said subscriber 
ID, said location ID and said single selected data\ provider ID, 
and said displayed INFO ID, said display date and said display 
time associated with said single selected data provider ID; and 
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storing said plurarity of clicked event records for 



said each subscriber in said database. 



71, The method of claim 1, wherein each information in 
said sequence of inforTtiation is a unsolicited request for data 
from one of said plurality of data providers. 

72. The method of claim 7l\ wherein said unsolicited 
request for data is limited to a subseC^ of said plurality of data 
providers . 



73. The method of claim 72, w! 
selecting at least one data provider i 
data provider in said subset by said e^gi( siibscriber 




the 'step of 
s the ^^^lection of a 



74. The method of claim 1, wherein each of said 
plurality of data providers is uniquely identified by a data 
provider ID and further comprising the steps of storing said 
subscriber ID and said data provider ID associatedv with at least 
one data provider selected by said each subscriber \n a database 
connected to said network. 

75. The method of claim 74, further comprising the 

steps of : 



NY2-130567.3 



101 



y PATENT 
\ . DT-2503 

determining date, and time said data received from said 
at least one data provider Selected by said each subscriber was 
displayed on said associated processing device to provide a 
display date and a display tim^, respectively; and 

storing said display d^te and said display time in said 

database . 



76. The method of claim 76, further comprising the 

steps of : 

assigning a location ID for yaach subscriber in 

accordance with the locality of said a^sV5z'ikted^j>afocessing 
device; and 

storing said location ID for saic^^each subscriber in 
said database. ^ 

77. The method of claim 76, whereinXsaid location ID 
includes a zip code; wherein said associated prc^^essing device 
includes a storage device; and wherein the methodl\ further 
comprising the steps of: \^ 

generating a plurality of data display recJ^rds for said 
each subscriber, each data display record for said eafch 



subscriber being associated with a single data providei^ ID stored 
in said database and said each data display record containing 
said subscriber ID, said location ID and said single data\ 
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provider ID, and said dispJ^y date and said display time 
associated with said single c^ata provider ID; 

storing said plurality of data display records for said 
each subscriber in said storageX device of said associated 
processing device; and \ 

transmitting said plurality of data display records for 
said each subscriber to said database. 

78. The method of claim , further comprising the 
steps of: \ * 

generating a plurality of d^^^^S^lsplay records for said 
each subscriber, each data display /recwcd 'for J3^id each 
subscriber being associated with aC^girngjte^^ provider ID stored 
in said database and said each data display record containing 
said subscriber ID, said location ID and said single data 
provider ID, and said display date and said display time 
associated with said single data provider ID; and 

storing said plurality of data display records for said 
each subscriber in said database. \ 

79. The method of claim 2, wherein said network is a 
cable television network; and wherein said plurality of 
processing devices are . converter boxes; \ 
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80, The method of claim 79, wherein said each of said 
plurality of data providers represents a broadcast channel on 
said cable television network. 



81. The method of\claim 80, wherein each of said 
converter boxes includes a television receiving apparatus, 
wherein the step of selecting at least one data provider selects 
a broadcast channel to display a\program that is received on said 
selected broadcast channel and wherein the step of continuously 
displaying displays said sequence of information simultaneously 
with said program received on said s;^ected broadcast channel. 




82. The method of claiin 84,Nrti^ein the step of 
selecting another data provider selects a next broadcast channel 
to display a program that is received on said next broadcast 
channel in response to said input from said each subscriber and 
wherein the step of continuously displaying displays said 
sequence of infonnation simultaneously with said program received 
on said next broadcast channel. 



83. The method of claim 82, wherein the step of 
selecting another data provider includes operat^ing a channel up 
button or a channel down button on a channel selector operable 
with said converter box. \ 
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84. The method of claim 67, wherein the step of 
selecting one of said pluVality of linked regions includes the 
step of displaying said additional information in said second 
portion of said monitor. \ 

85. The method of filaim 67, wherein the step of 
selecting one of said plurality of linked regions includes the 
steps of: \ 

displaying a request fAr additional data to said each 
subscriber in said second port ion \of said monitor; * 

entering said additional \d3tra pn said input device by 
said each subscriber; and A / 

storing said additionay datal in said database. 

86. A method of selectively\ delivering infozTnation to 
subscribers on a communication network ,\ wherein a plurality of 
data providers and a plurality of processing devices, each 
processing device uniquely associated witVi a subscriber, are 
connected to said network, comprising the \steps of: 

storing profile data in a database connected to said 
network for each subscriber; \ 

storing a plurality of information \received from a 
plurality of INFO sources connected to said network in said 
database; \ 
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selecting a sequence of information for said each 
subscriber from said plurality of information in accordance with 
said profile data of said eack subscribers- 
receiving said sequence of information for said each 
subscriber by a processing device associated with said each 
subscriber; \ 

selecting at least one data provider by said each 
subscriber to display data that is received from said at least 
one data provider via said network; and 

continuously displaying said sequence of information * 
for said each subscriber simultaneously with said data received 
from said at least one data provide ;r seiejz^t^ by said each 
subscriber on said associated processing de;vfice such that said 
sequence of information for said each subscriber and said data 
requested by said each subscriber are simultaneously viewable, 
and wherein said data to be displayed on saVd associated 
processing device is selectable by said each\ subscriber and the 
display of said sequence of information for said each subscriber 
is not controllable by said each subscriber. \ 

87. The method of claim 86, further comprising the 
step of selecting another data provider in response to an input 
from said each subscriber and wherein the step of continuously 
displaying displays said sequence of information for said each 
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subscriber simultaneously with data received from said other data 



provider . 



88, The method of\claim 86, wherein the step of 
continuously displaying displays said sequence of information for 
said each subscriber without interfering with the display of said 
data received from said at leasl^ one data provider selected by 
said each subscriber. 



89. The method of claiTn\86, wherein each of said 



INFO database and wherein 
ation includes the step 



plurality of INFO sources includ 
the step of storing a plura!-ity 

of retrieving information from each database to generate said 
plurality of information. 



90. The method of claim 86, i^urther comprising the 

steps of: 

verifying the authorization of ^aid each subscriber to 
determine if said each subscriber is authoifized to connect to 
said network; and 

inhibiting said associated processing device from 
displaying said sequence of information for said each subscriber 
if it is determined that said each subscriber \b not authorized 
to connect to said network. 
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91. The meth6d of claim 90, further comprising the 
step of inhibiting said associated processing device from 
displaying said data received from said at least one data 
provider selected by said each subscriber if it is determined 
that said each sxibscriber is\not authorized to connect to said 
network . 

92. The method of cl^m 86, further comprising the 

steps of: 

verifying the authoriza^tUonf of said each subscriber to* 
determine if said each subscribefr i^Vautl^e^lrized to connect to 
said network; and 

inhibiting said associated \processing device from 
displaying said data received from said at least one data 
provider selected by said each subscriber if it is determined 
that said each subscriber is not authorized to connect to said 
network . 

93. The method of claim 86, wh^ein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of advertisements. 

94. The method of claim 86, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of messages or announcements. 
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95. The method of claim 86, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of nev/s. 

96. The method o^ claim 86, wherein said sequence of 
5 information contains a sequence of updates. 



97. The method of alaim 86, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of advertisements, messages or 
announcements, news and updates\ 



98. The method of clai\ 
comprises te>ts. 



wherein the infoxTnation 



15 



99. The method of claim 8\6, wherein the information 
comprises still pictures. 

100. The method of claim 86, \wherein the information 
comprises moving pictures. 



20 101. The method of claim 86, wheVein the information 

comprises a video and audio component. 

102. The method of claim 86, whereik the information is 
a combination of text, still pictures and moving pictures 
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103. The method claim 91, wherein said network is a 
computer network and said pl^urality of processing devices are 
terminals . 



: 5=? 

rn 



15 



20 



104. ' The method of c^aim 103, further comprising the 

steps of: 

assigning a unique stib^riber ID and a password to said 
each siibscriber on said communicao^Lon network; and 

storing said subscriber tp ariji^'^id password for said 
each subscriber in said database. 

105. The method of claim i^^/ further comprising the 
step of establishing a connection between each of said terminals 
and said computer network. 

106. The method of claim 105, whWein each terminal 
includes an input device and wherein the st^p of establishing the 
connection includes the steps of: 

entering a subscriber ID and a password on said input 
device by said each subscriber to initiate conr^ection between a 
terminal associated with said each subscriber arifi said 
communication network; 

transmitting said subscriber ID and said\password 
entered on said input device to said database for vdsjfif ication; 
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determining whether said subscriber ID entered on said 
input device matches one csf said subscriber IDs stored in said 
database to provide a verinied subscriber ID; 

verifying said password entered on said input device 
matches said password associated with said verified subscriber ID 
if said verified subscriber IEa is found; and 

connecting said terminal associated with said each 
subscriber to said computer network if it is determined that said 
password entered on said input deVice matches a password stored 
in said database which is associated with said verified 
subscriber ID. \ 

107. The method of claim BS^ 
computer network and said plurality o 
terminals . 

108. The method of claim 107, wherein each of said 
plurality of data providers is a server on\ said computer network 
and further comprising the step of selecting data to be displayed 
from said at least one data provider by said\each subscriber. 

109. The method of claim 108, wherein each of said 
terminals includes an input device and wherein Vhe step of 
selecting data includes the step of: \ 



said network is a 
processing devices are 
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entering a request for said data from said at least one 




server connected to said computer network on said input device of 
a terminal associated with Wid each subscriber; and 

transmitting said request for said data to said at 
least one seiner from said terminal associated with said each 
subscriber. \ 

110. The method of claim 86, wherein said network is a 
computer network and wherein the step of receiving said sequence 
of information includes the steps of: 

receiving a sequence of adares^s from said database, 
each address indicating the location \/z one of said sequence of 
information in said plurality of INFO sdurces; and 



plurality of INFO sources in accordance with said sequence of 
addresses . \ 

111. The method of claim 91, furtiher comprising the 
steps of: \ 

assigning an unique subscriber ID tto each of said 
plurality of processing devices; \ 

generating a login time and a login date for said each 
subscriber if it is determined that said each subscriber is 
authorized to connect to said network; and \ 



reading said sequence of in 



lation from said 
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storing said subscriber ID, said login time and said 
login date for said each silbscriber in said database if it is 
determined that said each siibscriber is authorized to connect 
said network. \ 

112. The method of claim 111/ wherein the step of 
generating login time and login date includes the steps of: 

receiving from a sourceVconnected to said network a 
virtual date and a virtual time; and 

generating said login time/and said login date for saici 
each subscriber as a function of said vfirtual time and said 
virtual date, respectively- / Y^"-""'^^ 

113. The method of claim 111, \further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

determining whether a processing device is no longer 
connected to said network; and \ 

generating a logout time and a logout date for said 
each subscriber if it is determined that said processing device 
associated with said each subscriber is no longer connected to 
said network; and \ 

storing said logout time and said logout date for said 
each subscriber in said database if it is determined that said 
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processing device associated with said each siibscriber is no 
longer connected to said neawork. 



%0. 



114. The method of c\laim 113, further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a session duration for said each siibscriber 
as a function of said login time,\ said login date, said logout 
date and said logout time; and 

storing said session dura\:ion for said each subscriber 
in said database. 



IS 



20 



115. The method of cla im 11[4\ /fuirthex comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a session usage record for said each 
subscriber containing said subscriber ID, Baid login time, said 
login date, said logout date, said logout t\me and said session 
duration; and 

storing said session usage record foi^ said each 
subscriber in said database. 



116. The method of claim 86, further comprising the 



steps of ; 
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assigning an unAque INFO ID and an INFO duration to 
each infoxuiation in said plurality of information to provide a 
plurality of INFO IDs and a\plurality of INFO durations; and 

storing said plura]M.ty of INFO IDs and said plurality 
of INFO durations in said database; and 

wherein the step of continuously displaying displays 
said each information in said seouence of information for said 
INFO duration assigned to said each information before displaying 
next information in said sequence of information for said each 
s\ibscriber. \ * 

117. The method of claim /l)2, yfuxthe^^ the 
steps of : ^^A^ 

determining whether a processing device is no longer 
connected to said network; and \ 

generating a logout time and a\logout date for said 
each subscriber as a function of said virnual date and said 
virtual time if it is determined that said\processing device 
associated with said each subscriber is no longer connected to 
said network; and \ 

storing said logout date and said logout time for said 
each subscriber to said database if it is determined that said 
processing device associated with said each subscriber is no 
longer connected to said network. \ 
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118 • The met]:\od of claim 117, further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a sfession duration for said each subscriber 
as a function of said lom.n time, said login date, said logout 
5 date and said logout time,\ and 

storing said session duration for said each subscriber 
to said database, 

^=3 119. The method of tlaim 118, further comprising the 

: ^ 
"t's^ 

i|| steps of: 

^0 generating a session ksage record for said each 

^3 subscriber containing said subscriber ID, said login time, said 

login date, said logout date, sai^ l^Giiit^ime and said session 

duration; and 

1^ storing said session usag^ record for said each 

i=5 subscriber in said database. 

120, The method of claim 113 ,\ further comprising the 
steps of: \ 
20 assigning a unique INFO ID and an INFO duration to each 

information in said plurality of informatioh to provide a 
plurality of INFO IDs and a plurality of INFO durations; and 

storing said plurality of INFO IDs and said plurality 
of INFO durations in said database; and 
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wherein the sdep of continuously displaying displays 
said each inforuiation in >gaid sequence of information for said 
INFO duration assigned to kaid each information before displaying 
next information in said sequence of information for said each 
subscriber. 



15 



121. The method of clao^ 120, further comprising the 

steps of : 

determining which information in said sequence of 
information for said each subscriber was displayed on said 
associated processing device as a functisjm o£ said login time, 
said login date, said logout date, saia listQ^ut time and said INFO 
durations assigned to each information vipj^s^id sequence of 
information for said each subscriber to provrde a list of 
displayed information for said each subscriberV and 

storing said list of displayed informa\ion for said 
each subscriber in said database < 



122. The method of claim 121, wherein said uist of 
20 displayed information for said each subscriber contains^ a list of 
INFO IDs corresponding to the displayed information. 



steps of: 



123. The method of claim 122, further comprising >^e 
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determining dafte and time that each INFO ID in said 
list of displayed information was displayed on said associated 
processing device as a function of said login time, said login 
date, said logout time, saia logout date and said INFO durations 
assigned to each information \.n said sequence of information for 
said each subscriber to provide a display date and a display time 
for said each INFO ID in said l\j.st of displayed information for 
said each subscriber; and 

storing said display da6^ and said display time for 
said each INFO ID in said list of d^STijia^^d information for said* 
each subscriber in said database. 

124- The method of claim 123 \ further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating an INFO display recoVd for each INFO ID in 
said list of displayed information for said each subscriber, said 
INFO display record containing an INFO ID artd said subscriber ID 
of said each subscriber, and said display date, said display time 
and said INFO duration associated with said INFO ID; and 

storing said INFO display record in said database. 



125. The method of claim 117, further comprising the 



steps of: 
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assigning a imique INFO ID and an INFO duration to each 
information in said pluiVlity of infoirmation to provide a 
plurality of INFO IDs and\a plurality of INFO durations; and 

storing said plurality of INFO IDs and said plurality 
of INFO durations in said datiabase; and 

wherein the step of Continuously displaying displays 
said each information in said sequence of information for said 
INFO duration assigned to said each information before displaying 
next information in said sequence of information for said each 




0 subscriber . 

126. The method of claim further comprising the 

'"'^ steps of: 

;J determining which information In said secjuence of 

145 information for said each subscriber was displayed on said 
Q associated processing device as a f unctior\ of said login time, 

: c \ 

said login date, said logout date, said logout time and said INFO 
duration assigned to each information in sain sequence of 
infonnnation for said each subscriber to provic^e a list of display 
20 information for said each subscriber; and 

storing said list of displayed information for said 
each subscriber in said database. 
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127. The metnbd of claim 126, wherein said list of 
displayed information foV said each subscriber contains a list of 
INFO IDs corresponding to\the displayed information. 

128. ' The method on claim 127, further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

determining date anm time that each INFO ID in said 
list of displayed information was displayed on said associated 
processing device as a function of said login time, said login 
date, said logout time, said logout date and said INFO duration 
assigned to each information in said sequence of information for 
said each subscriber to provide a d^^>lay date and a display time 
for said each INFO ID in said list /or\S^play&d information for 
said each subscriber; and \ 

storing said display date ano^said display time for 
said each INFO ID in said list of displayed information for said 
each subscriber in said database. \ 

129. The method of claim 128, further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

generating an INFO display record fbr each INFO ID in 
said list of displayed information for said each subscriber, said 
INFO display record containing an INFO ID and said subscriber ID 
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of said each subscriber \ and said display date, said display time 

and said INFO duration associated with said INFO ID; and 

storing said INFO display record in said database. 

130. The method of claim 123, further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

assigning a location It) for said each subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said associated processing 
device; and \ 

storing said location ID rpr said each subscriber in * 
said database. \ 

131. The method of claim 130 A Wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code; wherein said assoGii,at|^d processing device 
includes a storage device; and the method^ (further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

generating an INFO display record for each INFO ID in 
said list of displayed information for said^ach subscriber, said 
INFO display record containing an INFO ID, said subscriber ID and 
said location ID of said each subscriber, and\said display date, 
said display time and said INFO duration associated with said 
INFO ID; \ 

storing said INFO display record in said storage device 
of said associated processing device; and \ 
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transmitting said INFO display record to said database. 



132. The method oi^ claim 130, further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating an INFO display record for each INFO ID in 
said list of displayed information for said each subscriber, said 
INFO display record containing afi INFO ID, said subscriber ID and 
said location ID of said each sub^riber, and said display date, 
said display time and said INFO durVtion associated with said 
INFO ID; and 

storing said INFO display record in said database. 



20 



133. The method of claim 128,\ fi^tl:^\f comprising the 

steps of : 

assigning a location ID for sai\^ each subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said associated processing 
device ; and 

storing said location ID for said e^ch subscriber in 
said database. 

134. The method of claim 133, further cisjmprising the 

steps of: 

generating an INFO display record for each\ INFO ID in 
said list of displayed information for said each subscriber, said 
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INFO display record containing an INFO ID, said subscriber ID and 
said location ID of said ^ach subscriber, and said display date, 
said display time and said\lNFO duration associated with said 
INFO ID; and \ 

storing said INFO display record in said database. 

135. The method of ciaim 133, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code; wherein sam associated processing device 
includes a storage device; and the method further comprising the 
steps of : \ 

generating an INFO display :^ecord for each INFO ID in 
said list of displayed information for slid each subscriber, said 
INFO display record containing an INFO fDV-e^d subscriber ID and 
said location ID of said each subscriber, and said display date, 
said display time and said INFO duration associated with said 
INFO ID; \ 

Storing said INFO display record in said storage device 
of said associated processing device; and \ 

transmitting said INFO display record to said database. 

136. The method of claim 118, further comprising the 

steps of: 
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assigning a locatfon ID for said each subscriber in 
accordance with the locality qf said associated processing 
device; and \ 

storing said location xD for said each subscriber in 
said database- \^ 

\ 

137. The method of claim 13^., wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code. 



138. The method of claim 136, futt^er \comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a session usage record fbr ^said each 
subscriber containing said subscriber ID, said^\login time, said 

login date, said logout date, said logout time, said session 

\ 

duration and said location ID; and \ 

\ 

storing said session usage record for sai4 each 
subscriber in said database. \ 



139. The method of claim 114, further comprising the 

steps of : 

assigning a location ID for said each subscribe2\in 
accordance with the locality of said associated processing 
device; and 
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Storing said location ID for said each subscriber in 



said database . 



140. The method of o^aim 139, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code. 



§9 

ru 
Q 
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141. The method of claim\l39, further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a session usage record^for said each 
subscriber containing said subscriber I^/ J^y^ login time, said 
login date, said logout date, said logqlit\t^e, said session 
duration and said location ID; and 

storing said session usage record \^or said each 
sxibscriber in said database. 

142. The method of claim 113, further\ comprising the 

steps of : 

generating a ping signal every predeterrAined interval 
by said associated processing device if it is determined that 
said each siabscriber is authorized to connect to saidXnetwork; 
transmitting said ping signal to said databae 
updating said database to indicate expected txi^B of 
next ping signal from said each subscriber; and 
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wherein the step of generating said logout time and 

said logout date generates said logqjit time and said logout date 

for said each subscriber when said pwig signal is not received 

from said associated processing device sxibstantially within said 

expected time, \ 

143. The method of claim 117, \ further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

generating a ping signal every Vpredetermined interval 
by said associated processing device if it is determined that 
said each subscriber is authorized to connect to said network; * 
transmitting said ping signal to \ said databases- 
updating said database to indicate expected time of 
next ping signal from said each subscriber^and^ 

wherein the step of generating^ saik/logout time and 
said logout date generates said logout XSm^a^^ logout date 

for said each subscriber when said ping signal is not received 
from said associated processing device substantially within said 
expected time. \ 

144. The method of claim 116, wherein \the step of 
continuously displaying includes the steps of : \ 

determining date and time that each inrprmation in said 
sequence of information for each said subscriber was displayed on 
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said associated processing pevice to provide a display date and a 
display time, respectively; and 

storing said display date and said display time of said 
each information for said ea;ch subscriber in said database. 

i 
\ 

145. The method of \ claim 144, further comprising the 

steps of: \ 

generating a plurality of INFO display records for said 
each subscriber, each INFO display record containing subscriber 
ID of said each subscriber, and said INFO ID, said display date,* 
said display time and said INF0\ duration associated with said 
each information; and 



storing said plural: 
each subscriber in said dat 



qf^N^O display records for said 



146. The method of claim \l44, further comprising the 

steps of: 

assigning a location ID foa^i said each subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said ^^ssociated processing 
device; and 

storing said location ID f or \said each subscriber in 
said database. 
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147. The method of claim 146, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code; wherein sa\d associated processing device 
includes a storage device; and t]\e method further comprising the 
steps of: 

generating a plurality ofi INFO display records for said 
each subscriber, each INFO display record containing subscriber 
ID and location ID of said each subscriber, and said INFO ID, 
said display date, said display time and said INFO duration 
associated with said each information; 

storing said plurality of INFO display records for saici 
each subscriber in said storage device o^ said associated 
processing device; and 

transmitting said plurality of I^FO /display records for 
said each subscriber to said database, 

148. The method of claim 146, further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a plurality of INFO display records for said 
each subscriber, each INFO display record containing subscriber 
ID and location ID of said each sxibscriber, and said INFO ID, 
said display date, said display time and said INF9 duration 
associated with said each infoirmation; and 

storing said plurality of INFO display rdycords for said 
each subscriber in said database. 
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149. The method of claim 88, wherein each of said 
plurality of processing devices iijcludes a monitor having a first 
portion and a second portion, and an input device; and wherein 
the step of continuously displaying\ displays said sequence of 
information for said each subscriber in said first portion of 
said monitor and displays said data received from said at least 
one data provider selected by each subscriber in said second 



portion of said monitor. 



13) 150, The method of claim 149, \further comprising the 

% steps of: 

1;^' assigning an unique INFO ID anc3\ an INFO duration to 

+ each information in said plurality of infoprtS^x^^ provide a 

O plurality of INFO IDs and a plurality du^^^ons ;^^^nji 

1=5 storing said plurality of Ilfeo ID"^ and said plurality 

□ of INFO durations in said database; and 

□ 

wherein the step of continuously displaying displays 
said each information in. said sequence of information for said 
INFO duration assigned to said each information before displaying 
20 next information in said sequence of informatiorj for said each 
subscriber. 



151. The method of claim 150, wherein saad first 



portion of said monitor is divided into a plurality of linked 
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regions and a plurality of unlinked regions, each of said 
plurality of linked regions is\ linked to one of said plurality of 
data providers; and the method \ further comprising the step of 
selecting one of said plurality\of linked regions by said each 
subscriber to receive additional\ information. 

152. The method of claim\l51, wherein each of said 
plurality of data providers is Tiniquely identified by a data 
provider ID and further comprising the steps of: 

assigning an unique subscriper ID to said associated 
processing device; 

detecting which information dki said sequence of 
information for said each subscriber is\being displayed on said 
first portion of said monitor associated! wdJfe^i^aid associated 
processing device to provide a displayed ]a.NFO l6; 

determining date and time thajt :^nf^ormation 
corresponding to said displayed INFO itiLJtf^ displayed on said 
associated processing device to provide a cJfLsplay date and a 
display time, respectively; 

detecting which one of said plurality of linked regions 
was selected by said each subscriber during the display of 
information corresponding to said displayed IN^O ID to provide a 
selected data provider ID; and 
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storing said siibscriber ID, said displayed INFO ID, 
said selected data provided ID, said display date and said 
display time for said each subscriber in said database if it is 
detected that said one of sa\id plurality of linked regions was 
selected by said each subscriber. 

153. The method of claim 152, further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

assigning a location loXfor said each subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of saM associated processing 
device; and \ 

storing said location ID for said each sxibscriber in 
said database. / V7 



154. The method of claim 153, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code; wherein said associated processing device 
includes a storage device; and the method further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

generating a plurality of clicked event records for 
said each subscriber, wherein each clicked event record for said 
each subscriber is associated with a single selected data 
provider ID and said each clicked event record contains said 
subscriber ID, said location ID and said single selected data 
provider ID, and said displayed INFO ID, said display date and 
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said display time associated wi^h said single selected data 
provider ID; 

storing said plurality! of clicked event records for 
said each subscriber in said storage device of said associated 
5 processing device; and 

transmitting said pluratLity of clicked event records 
for said each subscriber to said database, 

155. The method of claim \l53, further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a plurality of \clicked event records for 
said each subscriber, wherein each clicked event recor^ for said 
each subscriber is associated with a single selected data 
H provider ID and said each clicked event/record contains said 

/ \ A 

is sxibscriber ID, said location ID and fr4i\d ^/ngle selected data 
□ provider ID, and said displayed INF6 ID/ jibaid display date and 

said display time associated with said single selected data 

provider ID; and 

storing said plurality of clicked event records for 
20 said each subscriber in said database, 

156. The method of claim 86, wherfein each information 
in said sequence of information is a unsolicdted request for data 
from one of said plurality of data providers, 
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157. The method of claim 156, wherein said unsolicited 
recjuest for data is limited to a subset of said plurality of data 
providers . 

158. The method of claii^ 157, wherein the step of 

selecting at least one data provider inhibits the selection of a 

data provider in said subset by sai^d each subscriber. 

\ 

159. The method of claim ^6, wherein each of said 
plurality of data providers is uniquely identified by a data * 
provider ID and further comprising th^ steps of storing said 
subscriber ID and said data provider Ifi associa^:ed with at least 
one data provider selected by said each\ subscriber in said 
database . 



160. The method of claim 159(, fjzli^ther comprising the 

steps of: 

determining a display date and a display time of said 
data received from said at least one data provider selected by 
said each subscriber on said associated processing device; and 

storing said display date and said ^isplay time in said 

database . 
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161- The method of claj^m 160, further comprising the 

steps of: 

assigning a location ID \f or said each subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of 3a\d associated processing 
5 device; and 

storing said location ID ^or said each subscriber in 
said database. 

162. The method of claim 16lV wherein said location ID 
IB includes a zip code; wherein said associated processing device 
includes a local storage; and the method^ further comprising the 
steps of : 

generating a plurality of data display records for said 
i==^ each sTibscriber, wherein each data display \recj2(rd\ for said each 
is subscriber is associated with a single data \proviider ID stored in 
□ said database and said each data display refcorcl \;ontairjs said 

subscriber ID, said location ID and said singre data provider ID, 

and said display date and said display time assi^ciated with said 

single data provider ID; 
20 storing said plurality of data display i^cords for said 

each subscriber in said storage device of said associated 

processing device; and \ 

\ 

transmitting said plurality of data display yecords for 
said each subscriber to said database. 
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163. The method c^f claim 161, further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a plurality of data display records for said 
each subscriber, wherein each\ data display record for said each 
sxabscriber is associated with \a single data provider ID stored in 
said database and said each data display record contains said 
subscriber ID, said location ID and said single data provider ID, 
and said display date and said display time associated with said 
single data provider ID; and 

storing said plurality of kata display records for said 
each subscriber in said database. 

164. The method of claim 87, ^^hei^^einAsaid communication 
network is a cable television network an^ wher/e^n said plurality 
of processing devices are converter boxe 

165. The method of claim 164, whei\ein said each of said 

\ 

plurality of data providers represents a broadcast channel on 
said cable television network. \^ 

\ . 

166. The method of claim 165, wherein ^ach of said 
converter boxes includes a television receiving apparatus, 
wherein the step of selecting at least one data provider selects 
a broadcast channel to display a program that is received on said 
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selected broadcast channel and wherein the step of continuously 

displaying displays said sequence of information for said each 

subscriber simultaneously with\said program received on said 

selected broadcast channel. 



167. The method of claim 166, wherein the step of 
selecting another data provider selects a next broadcast channel 
to display a program that is receiived on said next broadcast 
channel in response to said input rrom said each subscriber and 
wherein the step of continuously displaying displays said 
sequence of information for said each subscriber simultaneously 
with said program receivecl on said next broadcast channel . 



168. The method of claini3^7, wherein the step of 
selecting another data provider includiss operating a channel up 
button or a channel down button a^i^ channel ^selector operable 
with said converter box. 

169. The method of claim 106, \ wherein the step of 
connecting said terminal includes the steeps of: 

selecting an access phone number by said each 
subscriber; and 

connecting said terminal to said computer network using 
said access phone number. 
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170. The method of claim 169, wherein the step of 
selecting a sequence of\information selects said sequence of 
information for said each\^subscriber in accordance with said 
profile data and said access phone number associated with said 
each subscriber, 

171. The method of cilaim 169, further comprising the 
steps of : \ 

assigning a location m) for said each subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of s^aid associated processing 
device; and 

storing said location ID ^pf^aid each subscriber in 
said database. 




\ 

172. The method of claim 111) wherein said location id 
includes at least a zip code. \ 

\ 

\ 
\ 

173. The method of claim 172, further comprising the 
steps of : \ 

determining whether said zip code\stored for said each 
subscriber is associated with said access ph^ne number selected 
by said each subscriber; 
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assigning ^Aid zip code as a location zip code for said 
each sxibscriber if it \is determined that said zip code is 
associated with said access phone number; and 

assigning said location zip code for said each 
subscriber in accordance with said access phone number if it is 
determined that said zip\code is not associated with said access 
phone number. 

174. The method ^f claim 173, wherein the step of 
selecting a sequence of information selects said sequence of 
information for said each sijJDscriber in accordance with said 
profile data and said location zip code associated with said each 
subscriber. 



175. The method 



174, further comprising the 

/ 



step of determining a time zone\ iiK^ccordance with said location 
zip code. 



steps of: 



176. The method of claim 175, further comprising the 



assigning a display time range to each of said 



plurality of information to provide \a plurality of display time 
ranges; and \ 
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storing said plurality of display time ranges in said 



177. The method ok claim 176, wherein the step of 
selecting a sequence of information selects said sequence of 

information for said each subscriber in accordance with said 

\ 

profile data, said location zip^ code, a current time and said 
time zone associated with said 4ach subscriber, and said 
plurality of display time ranges \ 

\ 
\ 

178. The method of claim\l69, further comprising the 
ste])S of: \ 



assigning a display time r^geAo^ach of said 
plurality of information to provide aWmrality> of display time 
ranges; and 




storing said plurality of display time ranges in said 

database . 



179. The method of claim 178, whferein the step of 
selecting a sequence of information selects ^said sequence of 
information for said each subscriber in accoirdance with said 
profile data, said access phone number and a \:urrent time 
associated with said each subscriber, and said^ plurality of 
display time ranges. \^ 
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180. The metho^of claim 86, wherein each of said 
plurality of processing devisees includes an input device and 
wherein the method of storing\prof ile data includes the step of 
entering said profile data on said input device of said 
associated processing device by s^id each subscriber. 



181. The method of claim 18,0, further comprising the 

steps of: 

assigning an lanique subscribe^ ID Jto each of said 
plurality of processing devices; 

entering additional profile dat^a \5n\^sai^.^±tiput device 
by said each subscriber; and 

storing said subscriber ID and said Additional profile 
data for said each subscriber in said database, 



182. The method of claim 181, wherein theXstep of 
selecting a sequence of information selects said seqixence of 
information for said each subscriber in accordance witr\ said 
profile data and said additional profile data. 



183. The method of claim 115, wherein the step of 
selecting a sequence of information selects said sequence of 
information for said each svibscriber in accordance with said 
profile data and said session usage record. 
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184. The method *Df claim 119, wherein the step of 
selecting a sequence of information selects said sequence of 
information for said each sub^^riber in accordance with said 
profile data and said session usage record. 



15 



20 



185. The method of claim\l38, wherein the step of 
selecting a sequence of information \selects said sequence of 
information for said each subscriber \n accordance with said 
profile data and said session usage record 




tep of 
sequence of 



186. The method of claim 141, 
selecting a sequence of information se] 

information for said each subscriber in accoMance with said 
profile data and said session usage record. 

187. The method of claim 124, wherein tihe step of 
selecting a sequence of information selects said s«aquence of 
information for said each subscriber in accordance vjrith said 
profile data and said INFO display records 

188. The method of claim 129, wherein the stepXof 
selecting a sequence of information selects said sequence 
information for said each subscriber in accordance with sai\ 
profile data and said INFO display record. \ 
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189. The method of V:laim 132, wherein the step of 
selecting a sequence of information selects said sequence of 
information for said each subscriber in accordance with said 
profile data and said INFO display record. 

190. The method of claim 134, wherein the step of 
selecting a sequence of information selects said sequence of 
information for said each subscriber in accordance with said 
profile data and said INFO display record. 

191. The method of claim 14^y vrfie^ein the step of 
selecting a sequence of information SBlOfcjcsl said segaence of 
information for said each siibscriber Qsy accordance with said 
profile data and said INFO display record 

192. The method of claim 148, whferein the step of 
selecting a sequence of information selects\ said sequence of 
information for said each subscriber in accordance with said 
profile data and said INFO display record. 

193. The method of claim 155, whereiW the step of 
selecting a sequence of information selects said sequence of 
information for said each subscriber in accorda\ice with said 
profile data and said plurality of clicked event^^ records . 
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194. The method of claik 163, wherein the step of 
selecting a sequence of inf ormatio^n selects said sequence of 
information for said each sxibscriber iii accordance with said 
profile data and said plurality of data display records. 

195. The method of claim 86, whei?e4n said database 
comprises at least first and second a^tapasej^; wherein the method 
of storing profile data stores said profile' d^ta in_sa±a'"f irst 
database; and wherein the method of stpr^g a plurality of 
information stores said plurality of in^ozroation in said second 
database . 

196. The method of claim 104, wl:ierein said database 
comprises at least first, second and third \databases; wherein the 
method of storing profile data stores said profile data in said 
first database; wherein the method of storing a plurality of 
information stores said plurality of information in said second 
database; and wherein the method of storing sa^^d subscriber ID 
and said password stores said subscriber ID and\said password in 
said third database. 



197. The method of claim 115, wherein said database 
comprises at least first, second and third databases^ wherein the 
method of storing profile data stores said profile daVa in said 
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first database; wherein the method of storing a pliirality of 
information stores said plurality of information in said second 
datcibase; wherein the method of storing said subscriber ID, said 
login time and said login date stores said subscriber ID, said 
login time and said login date in said third database; wherein 
the method of storing said logout \time and said logout date 



stores said logout time and said logout date in said third 
database; wherein the method of stoVing said session duration 
stores said session duration in said\ third database; and wherein 
the method of storing said session usVge record stores said * 

session usage records in said third database. 

\ 
\ 
\ 



198. The method of claim 129^ v^reiA said database 




comprises at least first, second and third dStrafeSses; wherein the 
method of storing profile data stores said\profj 



xle data in said 
plurality of 



first database; wherein the method of storir^g a 

information stores said plurality of information in said second 
database; wherein the method of storing said siibscriber ID, said 
login time and said login date stores said subscriber ID, said 
login time and said login date in said third database; wherein 
the method of storing said logout time and said logout date 
stores said logout time and said logout date in said third 
database; wherein the method of storing said plurality of INFO 
IDs and said plurality of INFO durations stores ?aid plurality of 
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INFO IDs and said plural ity\ of INFO durations in said third 
database; wherein the methoq of storing said list of displayed 
information stores said list\of displayed information in said 
third database; wherein the method of storing said display date 
5 and said display time stores said display date and said display 
time in said third database; ana wherein the method of storing 
said INFO display record stores l^aid INFO display record in said 
third database. ^ 
_ \^ 
ill 199. The method of claim l32, wherein said database 

comprises at least first, second andAthfrdXdatabases; wherein the 



■ E 3 




method of storing profile data stores profp.de data in said 

first database; wherein the method of storing a plurality of 
information stores said plurality of information in said second 
LS database; wherein the method of storing \aid subscriber ID, said 

r3 login time and said login date stores saiV subscriber ID, said 

1:3 

login time and said login date in said thitd database; wherein 
the method of storing said logout time and\said logout date 
stores said logout time and said logout date in said third 
20 database; wherein the method of storing saia plurality of INFO 

IDs and said plurality of INFO durations stores said plurality of 
INFO IDs and said plurality of INFO durations! in said third 
database; wherein the method of storing said Mst of displayed 
information stores said list of displayed information in said 
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third database; whereiiA the method of storing said display date 
and said display time stores said display date and said display 
time in said third databa\^; wherein the method of storing said 
location ID stores said location ID in said third database; and 
wherein the method of storing said INFO display record stores 
said INFO display record in s^d third database. 

200. The method of cla^m 138, wherein said database 
comprises at least first, second ^^n<l^^t^ databases; wherein the 
method of storing profile data stbres/faid^ prof i^^ data in said 
first database; wherein the metnod^ k^or^Ln^^ plurality of 
information stores said plurality of ^infoirt nation in said second 
database; wherein the method of storing sa|d subscriber ID, said 
login time and said login date stores said ' subscriber ID, said 
login time and said login date in said third database; wherein 
the method of storing said logout time and said logout date 
stores said logout time and said logout date in said third 
database; wherein the method of storing said session duration 
stores said session duration in said third \database; wherein the 



method of storing location ID stores said location ID in said 
third database; and wherein the method of storing said session 
usage record stores said session usage records^ in said third 
database . 
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201. The metl^d of claim 155, wherein said database 
comprises at least first\ second and third databases; wherein the 
method of storing profile aata stores said profile data in said 
first database; wherein theVethod of storing a plurality of 
information stores said plurality of information in said second 
database; wherein the method oJ^storing said plurality of INFO 
IDs and said plurality of INFO derations stores said plurality of 
INFO IDs and said plurality of IN^ durations in said third 
database; wherein the method of storiaig"^^ subscriber ID, said 
displayed INFO ID, said selected d/ta proj/id^r ID, said display * 
date and said display time stores /saidysubscriber ID, said 
displayed INFO ID, said selected a^fra pis:oVi4er^^JDrsaid display 
date and said display time in said third Y^^^^^se; wherein the 
method of storing location ID stores said \ocation ID in said 
third database; and wherein the method of sc9ring said plurality 
of clicked event records stores said plurality^ of clicked event 
records in said third database. \ 

\ 

202. The method of claim 163, wherein sa\d database 
comprises at least first, second and third databases^; wherein the 
method of storing profile data stores said profile data in said 
first database; wherein the method of storing a pluraliW of 
information stores said plurality of information in said second 
database; wherein the method of storing said subscriber ID anc 
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said data provider jvp stores said subscriber ID and said data 
provider ID in said tiaird database; wherein the method of storing 
said display date and said display time stores said display date 
and said display time inXsaid third database; wherein the method 
of storing said location ID stores said location ID in said third 
database; and wherein the mWhod of storing said plurality of 
data display records stores said plurality of data display 
records in said third database) 

203. The method of clai^ 181, wherein said database 
comprises at least first, second and th;ir^3r~^^abases; wherein the 
method of storing profile data store^ ^^^A Profile data in said 
first database; wherein the method y6f\st/orlng a plurality of 
information stores said plurality /of irlf orrmsk^^ said second 
database; and wherein the method of ytorYng said subscriber ID 
and said additional profile data stores said sxibscriber ID and 
said additional profile data in said third y^tabase • 

204. The method of claim 161, further comprising the 

steps of: 

generating a plurality of data displayVrecords for each 
of said plurality of data providers, each data display record 
containing said profile data, said location ID and kaid single 
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data provider ID, and saidXdisplay date and said display time 
associated with said single data provider ID; and 

storing said pluralil:y of data display records for said 
each of said plurality of data providers in said database . 

205. The method of claim 204, wherein said database 
comprises at least first, second and third databases; wherein the 
method of storing profile data stores said profile data in said 
first database; wherein the method of\stoj:An§^ plurality of 



information stores said plurality of i 



database; wherein the method of storin 
said third database; wherein the 
date and said display time stores Ls^iid dis 



rmation in said second 
Maid data provider ID in 
storingysaid display 
ate and said 



display time in said third database; wherein the method of 
storing said location ID stores said location ID in said third 
database; and wherein the method of storing skid plurality of 
data display records stores said plurality of \iata display 
records in said third database. 



206, The method of claim 161, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code; wherein said associated processing device 
includes a storage device; and the method further comprising the 
steps of: 
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generating a ^urality of data display records for each 
of said plurality of dataNproviders, each data display record 
containing said profile data, said location ID and said single 
data provider ID, and said drsplay date and said display time 
associated with said single data provider ID; 



\ 



storing said plurality\ of data display records for said 



\ 



each of said plurality of data prc^iders in said storage device 
of said associated processing device; and 

transmitting said plurality of data display records for 
said each of said plurality of data provider^.-to--a4id database. 

207. The method of claim 152/\wherein the step of 
selecting includes the step of displ^irfg^ sjaid additional 
information in said second portion 



saic 



aonitor. 



208. The method of claim 152, wherein the step of 
selecting includes the steps of: 

displaying a request for additional \lata to said each 
subscriber in said second portion of said monitor; 

entering said additional data on said J^nput device by 
said each subscriber; 

reading said profile data corresponding ^o said 
subscriber ID from said database; 
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generating a vpacket containing said sxibscriber ID, said 
profile data and said additional data; and 

storing said packet in said database. 



209. A system foA delivering information to siibscribers 
on a communication network, \comprising: 

a plurality of data providers connected to said 

network; 



a plurality of INFO 
for providing a sequence of in^ 

a plurality of pro^ 
network, each uniquely asso 
associated processing devi 



es 



lat 



rces connected to said network 
>rmaj6ion; and 

devices connected to said 
j±th ^...stl&scriber to provide an 
d kaving a receiver for receiving 



said sequence of information from said plurality of INFO sources, 
a selector for selecting at least oVae data provider by said 
subscriber and a display device f or \ continuously displaying said 
sequence of information simultaneously with said data received 
from said at least one data provider selected by said subscriber 
such that said sequence of information and said data requested by 
said subscriber are simultaneously viewable, and wherein said 
data to be displayed on said display device is selectable by said 
subscriber and the display of said sequence of information on 
said display device is not controllable py said subscriber. 



NY2-130567.3 



151 



PATENT 
DT-2503 

210. The systeVn of claim 209, wherein said selector is 
operable to select another data provider in response to an input 
from said subscriber and wherein said display device is operable 
to continuously display said sequence of information 
simultaneously with data received from said other data provider. 

211. The system of claim 209, wherein said display 
device is operable to continuously display said sequence of 
information without interfering^ with the display of said data 
received from said at least on^^ataXprovider selected by said 
subscriber. 

212. The system ^f clfaimV20^9, wherein each of said 
plurality of INFO sources includes ^ storage device and wherein 
said receiver includes a reading device for reading infoirmation 
from each storage device to generate \3aid sequence of 
information. 

213. The system of claim 209, \ further comprising: 
a verifying device for verifyiVig the authorization of 

said subscriber to determine if said subs^criber is authorized to 
connect to said network; and 

an inhibiting device for inhibit ijig said displaying 
device from displaying said sequence of infoVmation if it is 
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determined that said subscriber is not authorized to connect to 
said network. 

214. The system of ^laim 213, wherein said inhibiting 
device is operable to inhibit ^aid display device from displaying 
said data received from said at Ueast one data provider selected 
by said subscriber if it is detexrnined that said subscriber is 
not authorized to connect to said network. 



15 



ig 215- The system of claim 20^9, further comprising: 

a device for verifying the ^tjirlfhor^zation of said 
subsc3 iber to determine if said subscriber/ is \auth0ri2ed to 
connect to said network; and 

an inhibiting device fo\cLj^i]\^ 3a±d display device 
from displaying said data received from daid at least one data 
provider selected by said subscriber if i^ is determined that 
said subscriber is not authorized to connect to said network. 

216. The system of claim 209, wherein said sequence of 
20 information contains a sequence of advertisements. 

217. The system of claim 209, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of messages or announcements . 
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218. The system of claim 209, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a, se^^aence of news. 



219. The system^ of claim 209, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of updates - 





220. The system of\clad!m 20^, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequeno^e o 
announcements, news and upda 



advertisements, messages or 



221. The system df/clainci 209, wherein the information 



comprises texts . 



\ 



222. The system of claim 20'9, wherein the information 
comprises still pictures. 

223. The system of claim 209, \^»^erein the information 
comprises moving pictures. 



224. The system of claim 209, 
comprises a video and audio component. 



)±n the information 



225. The system of claim 209, wherein t3he information 
is a combination of text, still pictures and moving pictures. 
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2:^6. xne systi^tn of claim 214, wherein said network is a 
computer network and said associated processing device is a 
terminal - 



227. The system of claim 226, further comprising: 
a device for assignina a unique sxibscriber ID and a 

password to said subscriber on s^^id cotmjiuni^tion network; and 

a storage device for stJ^ri^g s^'i^ s\k>scribe:p^^^ and 
said password for said subscriber. 

228. The system of claimy22T^, wherein said terminal 
includes a connecting device for establN^shing a connection 
between said terminal and said computer n^etwork. 



\ . 



229. The system of claim 228, wheo^ein said terminal 
further includes an input device for enteringXa subscriber ID and 
a password by said subscriber to initiate a connection between 
said terminal and said communication network and\a transmitter 
for transmitting said subscriber ID and said password entered on 
said input device to said storage device for verification; 

the system further comprising a device for determining 
whether said sxibscriber ID entered on said input devic A matches 
one of said subscriber IDs stored in said storage device\to 
provide a verified subscriber ID; 
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wherein said verifying device is operable to verify 
said password entered on said input device matches said password 
associated with said verified\ subscriber ID if said verified 
subscriber ID is foxind; and 

wherein said connecting device is operable to connect 
said terminal associated with said subscriber to said computer 
network if it is determined that said password entered on said 
input device matches a password Wtored in said storage device 
which is associated with said verified subscriber ID. 



230- The system of claii 
computer network and said associ; 
terminal . 



:11, wherein said network is a 
led proce;6sing device is a 



231. The system of claim! 230, wherein each of said 
plurality of data providers is a server on said computer network 
and wherein said selector is operabiLe to select data to be 
displayed from said at least one da^a provider by said 
subscriber. 



232. The system of claim 231, wherein said , selector 



includes : 
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an input deviore for entering a request for said data 

from said at least one server connected to said computer network 

by said subscriber; and \ 

a transmitter f oA transmitting said request for said 

data to said at least one seVver from said terminal associated 

with said subscriber. \ 

233. The system of cladLm 209, wherein said network is a 
computer network; wherein said receiver is operable for receiving 
a sequence of addresses from an INFO address provider connected 
to said network, each address indicating the location of one of 
said sequence of information in saiA nlur^ity of INFO sources; 
and wherein said associated processing oevice includes a device 
for reading said sequence of informatyDnV^^^etn sai^ plurality of 
INFO sources in accordance with sa4^sequence of addresses. 

234. The system of claim 214, further comprising: 

a device for assigning an unique\ subscriber ID to each 
of said plurality of processing devices; \ 

a time device for generating a login time and a login 
date for said subscriber if it is determined chat said subscriber 
is authorized to connect to said network; and \ 

a storage device connected to said netiwork for storing 
said subscriber ID, said login time and said logom date for said 
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siibscriber if it\is determined that said siibscriber is authorized 
to connect said network- 



235. The sys6^m of claim 234, wherein said time device 
is located within said a^ociated processing device, operable to 
receive a virtual date and^ virtual time from a source connected 
to said network and operable ^o generate said login time and said 
login date for said subscriber ^as a function of said virtual time 
and said virtual date, respective 



inerate a logout time 



236. The system of claim 2?^4, further comprising a 
disconnect device for deteDrmining whecheft said associated 
processing device is no longer coniaecte)! to— s^rla network; and 
wherein said time device is operab! 

and a logout date for said subscriber if i't is determined that 
said associated processing device is no longer connected to said 
network; and wherein said storage device is operable to store 
said logout time and said logout date for saidXsubscriber if it 
is determined that said associated processing device is no longer 
connected to said network. 



237. The system of claim 236, wherein saidXdisconnect 
device is operable to generate a session duration for Wid 
subscriber as a function of said login time, said login date. 
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said logout date and\said logout time; and wherein said storage 
device is operable to store said session duration for said 
subscriber. 

238. The system o^ claim 237, wherein said disconnect 
device is operable to generates a session usage record for said 
subscriber containing said subscriber ID, said login time, said 
login date, said logout date, said logout time and said session 
duration; and wherein said storage \device is operable to store 
said session usage record, \ 

239. The system of claim 209\/further comprising: 

a device for assigning an unique IlflFO ID and an INFO 
duration to each information in said sequence of information to 
provide a plurality of INFO IDs and a\plur^ity-'"ef^ 
durations; \ 

a storage device connected to said Vetwork for storing 
said plurality of INFO IDs and said plurality e>f INFO durations; 
and \ 

wherein said display device is operableXto display said 
each information in said sequence of information for said INFO 
duration assigned to said each information before displaying next 
information in said sequence of information. \ 
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240. The system of claim 235, further comprising a 
disconnect device hpr determining whether said associated 
processing device LA no longer connected to said network; and 
wherein said time demce is operable to generate a logout time 
and a logout date for \said subscriber if it is determined that 
said associated processing device is no longer connected to said 
network; and wherein sain storage device is operable to store 
said logout time and saic^ logout date for said subscriber if it 
is determined that said associated processing device is no longer 
connected to said network. 



.241. The system of ^lag 
device is operable to generat 
subscriber as a function of $alc 
said logout date and said logout 
device is operable to store Vsaid^ 
subscriber. 



240, wherein said disconnect 
session duration for said 
in time, said login date, 
le; and wherein said storage 
sion duration for said 



242. The system of claim 24lV wherein said disconnect 
device is operable to generate a session usage record for said 
subscriber containing said subscriber IdV said login time, said 
login date, said logout date, said logout\ time and said session 
duration; and wherein said storage device \b operable to store 
said session usage record. 
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243. The s^^eiti of claim 236, further comprising a 
device for assigning ai^V^^i^® INFO ID and an INFO duration to 
each information in sai^^s^^quence of information to provide a 
plurality of INFO IDs andN^ plurality of INFO durations; wherein 
said storage device is oper^bl^e^to store said plurality of INFO 
IDs and said plurality of IN]^ durations; and wherein said 
display device is operable to \display said each information in 
said sequence of information foA said INFO duration assigned to 
said each information before dispj^ying next information in said 
sequence of information. 



244. The system of claim 243v\ wherein said associated 
processing device includes a device for determining which 
information in said sequence of information was displayed on said 
associated processing device as a function ofTsaid login time, 
said login date, said logout date, said logout time and said 
plurality of INFO durations to provide a list of displayed 
information for said subscriber; and wherein sard storage device 
is operable to store said list of displayed inf ori^jation for said 
subscriber. 

245. The system of claim 244, wherein said \ist of 
displayed information for said subscriber contains a lj\st of INFO 
IDs corresponding to the displayed information. 
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246. The system of claim 245, wherein said associated 
processing device furtlier includes a device for determining date 
and time that each INFO uD in said list of displayed information 
was displayed on said associated processing device as a function 
of said login time, said loain date, said logout time, said 
logout date and said plural iW of INFO durations to provide a 
display date and a display time for said each INFO ID in said 
list of displayed information for said subscriber; and wherein 
said storage device is operable up store said display date and 
said display time for said each IN^O ID in said list of displayed 
information for said subscriber. 



wherein said associated 



\ 



erating an INFO 
^tlof displayed 
iispi^y record 



247. The system of claim 2^ 
processing device includes a devi 
display record for each INFO ID in/ 
information for said subscriber, s< 
containing an INFO ID, said subscriber ID 6f said subscriber, and 
said display date, said display time and sai\i INFO duration 
associated with said INFO ID; and wherein saiq storage device is 
operable to store said INFO display record. 




248. The system of claim 240, further comprising a 
device for assigning an unique INFO ID and an INFO nuration to 
each information in said sequence of information to provide a 
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plurality of INFO IDsXand a plurality of INFO durations; wherein 
said storage device isVperable to store said plurality of INFO 
IDs and said plurality INFO durations; and wherein said 
display device is operable^ to display said each information in 
said sequence of information for said INFO duration assigned to 
said each information bef ore\iisplaying next information in said 
sequence of information. 



249. The system of claMi 248, wherein said associated 
processing device includes a device for determining which 
information in said sequence of information was displayed on said 
associated processing device as a fuAct^on^pf said login time, 
said login date, said logout date, sai\^ l9gout time and said 
plurality of INFO durations to provide k /List of ^displayed 
information for said subscriber; an^_j^HeKe3^ storage device 

is operable to store said list of displayed information for said 
subscriber . 



250. The system of claim 249, wherei^ said list of 
displayed information for said subscriber contains a list of INFO 
IDs corresponding to the displayed information. 



251. The system of claim 250, wherein saicL associated 
processing device further includes a device for determining date 
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and time that eachVlNFO ID in said list of displayed information 
was displayed on saM associated processing device as a function 
of said login time, s^id login date, said logout time, said 
logout date and said plurality of INFO durations to provide a 
display date and a dispVay time for said each INFO ID in said 
list of displayed information for said subscriber; and wherein 
said storage device is operable to store said display date and 
said display time for said\each INFO ID in said list of displayed 
information for said subscrrber. 



252. The system of claim 251, wherein said associated 
processing device includes a device for generating an INFO 



list of displayed 



(i INFO display record 



display record for each INFO ID/ 
information for said subscribe 

containing an INFO ID, said 3ubs;irr}De^~l6^f said subscriber, and 
said display date, said display timeXand said INFO duration 
associated with said INFO ID; and wher\^ein said storage device is 
operable to store said INFO display record. 



253, The system of claim 246, further comprising a 
device for assigning a location ID for saidXsubscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said associaued processing 
device; and wherein said storage device is operable to store said 
location ID for said subscriber. 
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254. The system of ^laim 253, wherein said location ID 
includes a sip code; and where!«.n said associated processing 
device includes: 

a device for generating an INFO display record for each 
INFO ID in said list of displayed\ information for said 
subscriber, said INFO display record containing an INFO ID, said 
subscriber ID and said location ID of said subscriber, and said 
display date, said display time and ^aid INFO duration associated 
with said INFO ID; 

a local storage device for l\)cally storing said INFO 
display record; and 

a transmitter for transmit/bing\ saM INFO display record 



to said storage device connected to 



said 



255. The system of claim 253, wheVein said associated 
processing device includes a device for generating an INFO 
display record for each INFO ID in said list \pf displayed 
information for said subscriber, said INFO display record 
containing an INFO ID, said svibscriber ID and said location ID of 
said subscriber, and said display date, said display. time and 
said INFO duration associated with said INFO ID; and wherein said 
storage device is operable to store said INFO display record. 

256. The system of claim 251, further comp3M.sing a 
device for assigning a location ID for said subscriber in 



NY2-130567.3 



165 



PATENT 
DT-2503 



accordance with the l\^ality of said associated processing 
device; and wherein said storage device is operable to store said 
location ID for said subscriber. 



257. The system\of claim 256, wherein said associated 
processing device includes\a device for generating an INFO 
display record for each INFO ID in said list of displayed 
information for said subscriber, said INFO display record 
containing an INFO ID, said smbscriber ID and said location ID of 
said subscriber, and said dispMy date, said display time and 
said INFO duration associated wiVh^^'sMd INFO ID; and wherein said 
storage device is operable to stj/ol^e said INFO display record. 

258. The system of cl\aim 2^ ,vwt3jei^ein said location ID 
includes a zip code; and wherein""^id\ associated processing 
device includes: 

a device for generating an I^^FO display record for each 
INFO ID in said list of displayed information for said 
subscriber, said INFO display record connaining an INFO ID, said 
subscriber ID and said location ID of said subscriber, and said 
display date, said display time and said II^FO duration associated 
with said INFO ID; 

a local storage device for locally\ storing said INFO 
display record; and 



Ny2-130567.3 



166 



PATENT 
DT-2503 



a transmitter for transmitting said INFO display record 



to said storage device corV*ected to said network. 



259. The system ofXclaim 241, further comprising a 
5 device for assigning a locatidni ID for said subscriber in 

accordance with the locality on said associated processing 
device; and wherein said storage\ device is operable to store said 
location ID for said subscriber, 

260. The system of claim ^59, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code. 



1=1 5 



261. The system of claim 259A whe^ 
device is operable to generate a sessioA u£ 



rein said disconnect 



age record for said 



subscriber containing said subscribe^ ID^y said<login time, said 
login date, said logout date, said lo^6ut \time, said session 
duration and said location ID; and wherein \said storage device is 
operable to store said session usage record. 



20 262. The system of claim 237, further comprising a 

device for assigning a location ID for said subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said associated\ processing 
device; and wherein said storage device is operable to store said 
location ID for said subscriber. 
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263. The systerk of claim 262, wherein said location ID 
includes a si'^ code* 

264. The system of claim 262, wherein said disconnect 
device is operable to generateXa session usage record for said 
subscriber containing said siibsariber ID, said login time, said 
login date, said logout date, sard logout time, said session 
duration and said location ID; and\ wherein said storage device is 
operable to store said session usagd record. 

265. The system of claim 23A wherein said associated 
processing device further includes: / \ /( ^^^^ 

a device for generating a[ pingVsignal every 
predetermined interval if it is determined that said subscriber 
is authorized to connect to said network; and 

a transmitter for transmitting said ping signal to said 
storage device; and \ 

wherein said storage device is opera]:>ie to update an 
expected time of next ping signal from said subscriber; and 

wherein said time device is operable toNqenerate said 
logout time and said logout date for said subscriber when said 
ping signal is not received from said associated processing 
device substantially within said expected time. \ 




NY2-130567.3 



168 



r PATENT 
\ DT-2503 

266. The system of\claim 240, wherein said associated 

J J J C *_T ^ l\,,-3««. 

pX'OCtf&jiUjXIiy U.cvxu:c xii^xu.u.co ; 

a device for generating a ping signal every 
predetermined interval if it is \determined that said subscriber 
is authorized to connect to said Vietwork; and 

a transmitter for transmitting said ping signal to said 
storage device; and \ 

wherein said storage device is operable to update an 
expected time of next ping signal from said subscriber; and 

wherein said time device is operable to generate said 
logout time and said logout date for saVd subscriber when said 
ping signal is not received fa;om said asBoci^t^d processing 
device substantially within said expectedWime .A 

267. The system of claim 239, said associated 
processing device includes a device for deteVmining date and time 
that each information in said sequence of inrpirmation is 
displayed on said associated processing device to provide a 
display date and a display time, respectively; \and wherein said 
storage device is operable to store said display date and said 
display time for said each information for said subscriber. 

268. The system of claim 267, wherein said associated 
processing device includes a device for generating a plurality of 
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INFO display records for\said subscriber, each INFO display 

TT\ ^-«*'U.»Mv4 "U.^^ ^*0*J3 J3 T-kTTl/-\ 

XCV^d.U. WUrilUClXXlXXl^ OCLLJaOX XJJipX WX OCX.XU. O U.JUPO WX XJm'CI^X / ClllUl OCI.XU. XViC\J 

ID, said display date, saim display time and said INFO duration 
associated with said each information; and wherein said storage 
device is operable to store s^id plurality of INFO display 
records . 



269. The system of claim 267, further comprising a 
device for assigning a location IDNfor said subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of saidy associated processing 
device; and wherein said storage devic;e/is operable to store said 
location ID for said sabscriber. 



270. The system of claim 2'$9 v^wi^erein said location ID 
includes a zip code; and wherein said associated processing 
device includes: 

a device for generating a pluralit^yof INFO display 
records for said subscriber, each INFO displayX record containing 
subscriber ID and location ID of said sxibscribeE, and said INFO 
ID, said display date, said display time and saia\ INFO duration 
associated with said each infonnation; 

a local storage device for locally storing said 
plurality of display records; and 
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a transmife;ter for transmitting said plurality of INFO 
display records to said storage device connected to said network. 

271. The system of claim 269, wherein said associated 
processing device includes a device for generating a plurality of 
INFO display records forXsaid subscriber, each INFO display 
record containing siibscriber ID and location ID of said 
subscriber, and said INFO ID, said display date, said display 
time and said INFO durationXassociated with said each 
information; and wherein saiA storage device is operable to store 
said plurality of INFO displays records • 



272. The system of c 
processing device includes an 
display devices includes a f 



/aim 2 



mpi 



irst 



wherein said associated 
vic^^f^^nd wherein said 
tion for displaying said 



sequence of information and a secondX portion for displaying said 
data received from said at least one l^ata provider selected by 
said subscriber. 



273. The system of claim 272, i^urther comprxsmg; 

a device for assigning an uniqud INFO ID and an INFO 
duration to each information in said sequence of information to 
provide a plurality of INFO IDs and a plurality of INFO 
durations; and 
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a storage devduce connected to said network for storing 
said plurality of INFO luf and said plurality of INFO durations; 
and 

wherein said display device is operable to display said 
each information in said sequence of information for said INFO 
duration assigned to said eacli information before displaying next 
information in said sequence of\ information for said subscriber. 



= :=s' 



i"5 



274. The system of claim 273, wherein said first 

\ * 
portion of said display device is divided into a plurality of 

linked regions and a plurality of unlinked regions, each of said 

plurality of linked regions is linkedXto one of said plurality of 

data providers; and wherein said assocMEfed processing device 

further includes a region selector for ^LLectinoprle of said 

plurality of linked regions by said eafch teufiscriber to receive 

additional information. 



275. The system of claim 274, further comprising a 
device for assigning an unique subscriber ID ko said associated 
20 processing device; wherein each of said plurality of data 

providers is uniquely identified by a data provider ID; and 
wherein said associated processing device further includes: 
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a detector foA detecting which information in said 
sequence of information is^^ being displayed on said first portion 
of said display device to provide a displayed INFO ID; and 
a time device for determining date and time that 
information corresponding to ^aid displayed INFO ID was displayed 
on said associated processing device to provide a display date 
and a display time, respect ivelyv* and 

wherein said detector ±h operable to detect which one 
of said plurality of linked regions^, was selected by said 
subscriber during the display of information corresponding to 
said displayed INFO ID to provide a se\J.ected data provider ID; 
ind 



wherein said storing device iyfe ^P^? 
subscriber ID, said displayed INFO ID,/ saic 
provider ID, said display date and sail 



ibl^e to store said 

lecped"data 
ay time for said 



subscriber if it is detected that said one ofXsaid plurality of 
linked regions was selected by said subscriber .\ 



276. The system of claim 275, further comprising a 
device for assigning a location ID for said sxibscriJoer in 
accordance with the locality of said associated processing 
device; and wherein said storage device is operable to\store said 
location ID for said s\ibscriber. 
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277. The system of claim 276, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code; and^wherein said associated processing 
device further includes: 

a device for genei^ting a plurality of clicked event 
records for said subscriber, each clicked event record for said 
subscriber being associated with a single selected data provider 
ID and said each clicked event record containing said subscriber 
ID, said location ID and said single selected data provider ID, 
and said displayed INFO ID, said display date and said display 
time associated with said single selected data provider ID; 

a local storage device for locally storing said 
plurality of clicked event records for ^aid subscriber; and 
a transmitter for said plural/tiiy of clicked event 



records for said subscriber to said st/orac 
said network. 



cievice ^et^nnected to 




278. The system of claim 276, whereUn said associated 
processing device further includes a device for generating a 
plurality of clicked event records for said subscriber, each 
clicked event record for said subscriber being associated with a 
single selected data provider ID and said each clicked event 
record containing said subscriber ID, said locationXlD and said 
single selected data provider ID, and said displayedXlNFO ID, 
said display date and said display time associated with said 
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single selected data provrder ID; and wherein said storage device 
is operable to store said plurality of clicked event records for 
said sxibscriber. \ 

279. The system of clVim 209, wherein each information 
in said sequence of information for said subscriber is a 
unsolicited request for data from We of said plurality of data 
providers . \ 

280. The system of claim 279V^\flfHferein said unsolicited* 
request for data is limited to a subs/t\pf /said plurality of data 
providers. / Y[ \ 

281. The system of claim 280, further comprising an 
inhibiting device for inhibiting said selector from selecting a 
data provider in said subset by said subscriber. 

282. The system of claim 209, wherein each of said 
plurality of data providers is uniquely identifier by a data 
provider ID and further comprising a storage device connected to 
said network for storing said subscriber ID and said data 
provider ID associated with at least one data provider selected 
by said sxibscriber. \\ 
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283, The system of claim 282, wherein said associated 
processing device further includes a time device for determining 
date and time said data r^eived from said at least one data 
provider selected by said sii±>scriber was displayed on said 
display device to provide a display date and a display time, 
respectively; and wherein saidXstorage device is operable to 
store said display date and saio^ display time. 



284. The system of claim ^83, further comprising a 
device for assigning a location ID fc^ sxibscriber in 

accordance with the locality of sal 
device; and wherein said storage dfevic 
location ID for said subscriber. 



ocijated ppDcessing 

^able to store said 



285. The system of claim 284, whef\,ein said location ID 
includes a zip code; and wherein said associated processing 
device further includes; 

a device for generating a plurality o\ data display 
records for said sxibscriber, each data display record for said 
svibscriber being associated with a single data proVider ID stored 
in said storage device and said each data display record 
containing said subscriber ID, said location ID and said single 
data provider ID, and said display date and said display time 
associated with said single data provider ID; 
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a local storage device for locally storing said 
plurality of data display records for said subscriber; and 

a transmitter for transmitting said plurality of data 
display records for said sil^scriber to said storage device 
connected to said network. 



286. The system of claim 284, wherein said associated 
processing device further incluaes a device for generating a 
plurality of data display records \for said subscriber, each data 
display record for said subscriber Wing associated with a singlfe 



irxl 



sine 



CD, said location ID 



data provider ID stored in said stor^^_device and said each data 
display record containing said subsc 
and said single data provider ID, /and 
display time associated with saic 
wherein said storage device is opbr^ble to^ 



display date and said 

vider ID; and 
store said plurality 



ata 



of data display records for said subscriber. 

287. The system of claim 210, whereiA said network is a 
cable television network and wherein said plurality of processing 
devices are converter boxes . 



288. The system of claim 287, wherein said\each of said 
plurality of data providers represents a broadcast ch^pnel on 
said cable television network. 
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289. The sysjtem of claim 288, wherein each of said 
converter boxes includes a television receiving apparatus, 
wherein said selector isXoperable to select a broadcast channel 
to display a program that Vs received on said selected broadcast 
channel and wherein said diaplay device is operable to 
continuously display said sequence of information simultaneously 
with said program received on said selected broadcast channel. 

290. The system of claiiT\289, wherein said selector is 
operable to select a next broadcast \channel to display a program 
that is received on said next broadoaWt channel in response to 
said input from said subscriber and wherein said display device 
is operable to continuously display sa^i^m^^sgqtr^ce of information 
simultaneously with said program receiveoVon said next broadcast 
channel- \ 

291. The system of claim 290, wherein said selector 
includes a channel up button or a channel downV)utton operable 
with said converter box. \ 

292. The system of claim 275, wherein said region 
selector is operable to control said display device\to display 
said additional information in said second portion of said 
display device. 
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293. The systlem of claim 275, wherein said region 
selector is operable to\ control said display device to display a 
request for additional cfeta to said subscriber in said second 
portion of said display device; wherein said input device is 
operable to enter said additional data by said subscriber; and 
wherein said storage device is operable to store said additional 
data . \ 

294. A system for Selectively delivering information to 
subscribers on a communication network, comprising: * 

a plurality of data providers connected to said 
network; \y< \ 

a storage device comiActpd to said network for storing 
profile data of each subscriber aiia a p];u:^lity of information 
received from a plurality of ^5NFo\sources connected to said 
network; \ 

an INFO selector for selecting a sequence of 
information for said each subscriber\f rom said plurality of 
information in accordance with said profile data of said each 
subscriber; and \ 

a plurality of processing devices connected to said 
network, each uniquely associated with a\subscriber to provide an 
associated processing device and having a\receiver for receiving 
said sequence of information for said subscriber from said INFO 
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selector, a data selector for selecting at least one data 
provider by said subscriber and a display device for continuously 
displaying said sequence of information for said subscriber 
simultaneously with said\data received from said at least one 
data provider selected by\ said subscriber such that said sequence 
of information for said sxibscriber and said data requested by 
said subscriber are simultaneously viewable, and wherein said 
data to be displayed on said display device is selectable by said 
subscriber and the display o£ said sequence of information for 
said subscriber is not controllable by said subscriber. * 

295. The system of y<OaiTr)/ 294 , wherein said data 
selector is operable to select Wother data provider in response 
to an input from said sxibpcriber\ and vihpzfBln said display device 
is operable to continuousjry^isp]\ay said sequence of information 
for said subscriber simultaneously with data received from said 
other data provider. \ 

296. The system of claim 2^94, wherein said display 
device is operable to continuously ddisplay said sequence of 
information for said sxibscriber without interfering with the 
display of said data received from said at least one data 
provider selected by said subscriber. \ 
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297. T^i^ system of claim 294, wherein each of said 
plurality of INFO sources includes an INFO database and further 
comprising a device ^or retrieving information from each INFO 
database to generate said plurality of inf oirmation. 



298. The syste^ of claim 294, further comprising: 
a verifying device for verifying the authorization of 

said subscriber to determine if said subscriber is authorized to 
connect to said network; and^ 

an inhibiting devic^ ^<5rN.nhibiting said display devicfei 
from displaying said sequence/^f information for said siibscriber 
if it is determined that saiti si^gcriber is^not authorized to 
connect to said network. 

299. The system of claim\298, wherein said inhibiting 
device is operable to inhibit said display device from displaying 
said data received from said at least one data provider selected 
by said sxibscriber if it is determined that said subscriber is 
not authorized to connect to said network. 




300. The system of claim 294, further comprising: 
a device for verifying the authorization of said 

subscriber to determine if said subscriber \s authorized to 

connect to said network; and 
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an inhibiting device for inhibiting said display device 




from displaying said daCa received from said at least one data 
provider selected by said siibscriber if it is determined that 
said siibscriber is not aunhorized to connect to said network. 

301. The system of claim 294, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of advertisements. 

302. The system of cvLaim 294, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of messages or announcements. ^ 

303. The system of <^aJi\m/294, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence c^lnews^^^ 

304. The system of claim 294, wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of updates. 

305. The system of claim 294\ wherein said sequence of 
information contains a sequence of advertisements, messages or 
announcements, news and updates. \ 

306. The system of claim 294, wherein the information 
comprises texts . 
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307. The system claim 294, wherein the information 



comprises still pictures. \ 



308. The system of \claim 294, wherein the information 
comprises moving pictures. 

309. The system of claim 294, wherein the information 
comprises a video and audio component . 



310. The system of cj 
is a combination of text, st 



am 294. 



lerein the information * 



(res and moving pictures 



311. The systen(^ gf^claim \299, whereiiTT^aid network is a 
computer network and said associatei^ processing device is a 
terminal . 



312. The system of claim 3il, further comprising a 
device for assigning a unicjue subscrijber ID and a password to 
said sxibscriber on said communication! network; and wherein said 
storage device is operable to store s^id subscriber ID and said 
password for said subscriber. 
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313. The system of claim 312, wherein said terminal 
includes a connecting device for establishing a connection 
between said terminal and said computer network. 



314. The system qf claim 313, wherein said terminal 
further includes an input device for entering a sxibscriber ID and 
a password by said subscriber to initiate a connection between 
said terminal and said communication network and a transmitter 
for transmitting said subscriber ID and said password entered on 
said input device to said stor^e device for verification; 

the system further corAprisJjag^ a device for determining 
whether said subscriber ID enter^ on s^id input device matches 
one of said sxibscriber IDs stored Un/saijd storage device to 
provide a verified subscriber 

wherein said verifying yde^^^^ree^s operable to verify 
said password entered on said input device matches said password 
associated with said verified subscriber ID if said verified 
subscriber ID is found; and 

wherein said connecting device is operable to connect 
said terminal associated with said subscriber to said computer 
network if it is determined that said password entered on said 
input device matches a password stored in l^aid database which is 
associated with said verified. subscriber 11 
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315. The system of claim 296, wherein said network is a 
computer network and s^id associated processing device is a 
terminal . 

316. The systeiA of claim 315, wherein each of said 
plurality of data provideirs is a server on said computer network 
and wherein said data selector is operable to select data to be 
displayed from said at lea^t one data provider by said 
subscriber. 



fdr 



rer 



in 



ng a request for said data 

id computer network 



lected 



317. The system of \:laim 316, wherein said selector 

includes : 

an input device 
from said at least one se 
by said subscriber; and 

a transmitter for transmitting said request for said 
data to said at least one server %rom said terminal associated 
with said subscriber. 



318. The system of claim 294, wherein said network is a 
computer network and wherein said receiver is operable for 
receiving a sequence of addresses fro\p said storage device, each 
address indicating the location of one\ of said sequence of 
information in said plurality of INFO purees; and wherein said 
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ncludes a device for reading said 
aid plurality of INFO sources in 
accordance with said sequence Qf addresses. 

319. The system of claiy 299, further comprising: 
a device for assigning an unique subscriber ID to each 

of said plurality of processing devices; 

a time device for generating a login time and a login 
date for said subscriber if it is de|:ermined that said subscriber 
is authorized to connect to said network; and wherein said 
storage device is operable to store sa^ifd ^bscriber ID, said 
login time and said login date for s^xd simtecriber in said 
database if it is determined that s^id each subscriber is 
authorized to connect said network! 

320. The system of claim 319, wherein said time device 
is located within said associated processing device, operable to 
receive a virtual date and a virtual time from a source connected 
to said network and operable to generate said login time and said 
login date for said subscriber as a functi\on of said virtual time 
and said virtual date, respectively. 




321. The system of claim 319, further comprising a 
disconnect device for determining whether safd associated 
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processing device is no longer\ connected to said network; and 
wherein said time device is ope table to generate a logout time 
and a logout date for said sxibsciriber if it is determined that 
said associated processing device is no longer connected to said 
network; and wherein said storag* device is operable to store 
said logout time and said logout \date for said subscriber if it 
is determined that said associated processing device is no longer 
connected to said network. \ 

322. The system of claim 321, wherein said disconnect 
device is operable to generate a ses)p.on| duration for said 
subscriber as a function of said logiVi tame, said login date, 
said logout date and said logout /timeK Jmd wherein said storage 
device is operable to store saidos^sion duration for said 
subscriber. \ 

323. The system of claim 322, wherein said disconnect 
device is operable to generate a session \usage record for said 
subscriber containing said subscriber ID, \ said login time, said 
login date, said logout date, said logout \ time and said session 
duration; and wherein said storage device is operable to store 
said session usage record. \ 
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claim 294, further comprising a 
a INFO ID and an INFO duration to 
each information in said plurality of information to provide a 
plurality of INFO IDs and a plurality of INFO durations; and 
wherein said storage device is operable to store said plurality 
of INFO IDs and said plurality 6f INFO durations; and wherein 
said display device is operable Ito continuously display said each 
information in said sequence of Lnformation for said INFO 
duration assigned to said each information before displaying next 
information in said sequence of information for said sxibscriber .* 

325. The system of claim\320, further comprising a 
disconnect device for determining whether said associated 
processing device is no longer connectjedv to said network; and 
wherein said time device is operable^ toAenerate a logout time 
and a logout date for said subscripJc^M'^ it is determined that 
said associated processing device is\no longer connected to said 
network; and wherein said storage device is operable to store 
said logout time and said logout date \f or said subscriber if it 
is determined that said associated processing device is no longer 
connected to said network. \ 

326. The system of claim 325, wherein said disconnect 
device is operable to generate a session \duration for said 
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sxibscriber as a function of saAd login time, said login date, 
said logout date and said logouA time; and wherein said storage 
device is operable to store said^ession duration for said 
subscriber. \ 

327. The system of claim 3i26, wherein said disconnect 
device is operable to generate a session usage record for said 
subscriber containing said subscriberLd^ , Isaid login time, said 
login date, said logout date, said 2^ogoutf time and said session 
duration; and wherein said storage dev)pe is operable to store ' 
said session usage record. \ 

328. The system of claim 321, further comprising a 
device for assigning a unique INFO ID and an INFO duration to 
each information in said plurality of information to provide a 
plurality of INFO IDs and a plurality of INFO durations; wherein 
said storage device is operable to store said plurality of INFO 
IDs and said plurality of INFO durations; and wherein said 
display device is operable to display said \each information in 
said sequence of information for said INFO duration assigned to 
said each information before displaying nexn information in said 
sequence of information for said subscriber. \ 
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329. .The syst]em of claim 328, wherein said associated 
processing device includes a device for determining which 
information in said sequence of information for said subscriber 
was displayed on said as^pociated processing device as a function 
of said login time, said \login date, said logout date, said 
logout time and said plurality of INFO durations to provide a 
list of displayed information for said subscriber; and wherein 
said storage device is operable to store said list of displayed 
information for said subscriper. 

330. The system of claim 329, wherein said list of 
displayed information for said\ subscriber contains a list of INFO 
IDs corresponding to the displ^y§d infivormation. 



ris 331. The system of cl^ife 33 0 ,>^(^erein said associated 

,2' processing device further includes a device for determining date 

and time that each INFO ID in sai\d list of displayed information 
was displayed on said associated processing device as a function 
of said login time, said login dane, said logout time, said 
20 logout date and said INFO durations assigned to each information 
in said sequence of information for\ said subscriber to provide a 
display date and a display time foresaid each INFO ID in said 
list of displayed information for said subscriber; and wherein 
said storage device is operable to store said display date and 
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said display time for saia each INFO ID in said list of displayed 
information for said subscriber . 



332. The system on claim 331, wherein said associated 
processing device includes a\device for generating an INFO 
display record for each INFO ID in said list of displayed 
information for said subscribes, said INFO display record 
containing an INFO ID and said subscriber ID of said subscriber, 
and said display date, said display time and said INFO duration 
associated with said INFO ID; andyimerein said storage device is* 
operable to store said INFO dispiay arecord in said database. 

333. The system of claim 325, further comprising a 
device for assigning a unique INFO ID and an INFO duration to 
each information in said plurality of information to provide a 
plurality of INFO IDs and a pluralit;^* of INFO durations; wherein 
said storage device is operable to stbre said plurality of INFO 
IDs and said plurality of INFO duratid^s; and wherein said 
display device is operable to display said each information in 
said sequence of information for said INFO duration assigned to 
said each information before displaying next information in said 
sequence of information for said subscriber. 
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334. The system of claim 333, wherein said associated 
processing device further dmcludes a device for determining which 
information in said sequence of information for said subscriber 
was displayed on said assocdlated processing device as a function 

5 of said login time, said login date, said logout date, said 

logout time and said INFO duration assigned to each information 
in said secjuence of information for said subscriber to provide a 
list of display information for said subscriber; and wherein said 
storage device is operable to store said list of displayed 
information for said subscribed. 

335. The system of c^kaim^^34, wherein said list of 

=P displayed information for sa^d^subs^cri^er^ a list of INFO 

□ IDs corresponding to the displayed information. 

1 

□ 336. The system of claim 335, wherein said associated 

□ 1 

processing device further includes a device for determining date 

and time that each INFO ID in saidl list of displayed information 
was displayed on said associated processing device as a function 
20 of said login time, said login datel said logout time, said 

logout date and said INFO duration assigned to each information 
in said sequence of information for said subscriber to provide a 
display date and a display time for sWid each INFO ID in said 
list of displayed information for said subscriber; and wherein 
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said storage device is operable to store said display date and 

said display time for saiov each INFO ID in said list of displayed 

information for said siibscrVber. 

337. The system of claim 336, wherein said associated 
processing device further includes a device for generating an 
INFO display record for each INFO ID in said list of displayed 
information for said subscriberA said INFO display record 
containing an INFO ID, said subscriber ID of said subscriber, and 
said display date, said display oime and said INFO duration 
associated with said INFO ID; and\ wherein said storage device is 
operable to store said INFO displaw^ record. 

338. The system of cia41n Q3lT~^fTn?ther comprising a 
device for assigning a location ID £or said subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said\ associated processing 
device; and wherein said storage device is operable to store said 
location' ID for said subscriber. 1 

339. The system of claim 3381, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code; and wherein said associated processing 
device includes: \ 

a device for generating an INFO display record for each 
INFO ID in said list of displayed information for said 
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record containing an INFO ID, said 



subscriber ID and said locatior^ ID of said sxibscriber, and said 
display date, said display time\and said INFO duration associated 
with said INFO ID; 

a local storage device \f or locally storing said INFO 
display record; and 

a transmitter for transAiitting said INFO display record 
to said storage device connected no said network. 



:t5 



n 



340. The system of claim 1338, wherein said associated 
processing device includes a device\ for generating an INFO 
display record for each INFO ID in ^ai^d^i^t of displayed 
information for said subscriber, s^d 1100' display record 
containing an INFO ID, said sub^ribj^ ID and said location ID of 
said subscriber, and said display" dat^e^^^said-display time and 
said INFO duration associated with saiid INFO ID; and wherein said 
storage device is operable to store said INFO display record. 



341. The system of claim 3361 further comprising a 
20 device for assigning a location ID forlsaid subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said asBociated processing 
device; and wherein said storage device\is operable to store said 
location ID for said subscriber. 
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342. The system of claim 341, wherein said associated 
processing device further includes a device for generating an 
INFO display record for each INFO ID in said list of displayed 
information for said subscriber) said INFO display record 
containing an INFO ID, said subscriber ID and said location ID of 
said subscriber, and said display date, said display time and 
said INFO duration associated with said INFO ID; and wherein said 
storage device is operable to store said INFO display record. 

343. The system of claini 341, wherein said location ID' 
includes a zip code; and wherein said associated processing 
device further includes: \ 

a device for generating am INFO display record for each 
INFO ID in said list of displayed intEoOTiation for said 
subscriber, said INFO display record! containing/ an INFO ID, said 
subscriber ID and said location Jp oS^said— Subscriber, and said 
display date, said display time and said INFO duration associated 
with said INFO ID; I 

a local storage device for Ipcally storing said INFO 
display record; and \ 

a transmitter for transmitting said INFO display record 
to said storage device connected to sai<^ network. 
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344. The system of claim 326, further comprising a 
device for assigning a locationXlD for said subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of ^aid associated processing 
device; and wherein said storage device is operable to store said 
location ID for said subscriber. \ 

345- The system of claim 3^, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code. \ 

346. The system of claim 344, Wherein said disconnect * 
device is operable to generate a session Vasage record for said 
subscriber containing said subscriber ID, \!;aid login time, said 
login date, said logout date, said logout Jbdirn^,/ said session 
duration and said location ID; and wherein l^id storage device is 
operable to store said session usage record\ f Mv^said subscriber. 

347. The system of claim 322, further comprising a 
device for assigning a location ID for said subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said associated processing 
device; and wherein said storage device is operable to store said 
location ID for said subscriber. \ 

348. The system of claim 347, wherein\said location ID 
includes a zip code. \ 
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device is operable to generate a session usage record for said 
subscriber containing said siibscriber ID, said login time, said 
login date, said logout date,\said logout time, said session 
duration and said location ID;\and wherein said storage device is 
operable to store said session usage record for said subscriber. 

350. The system of claiim 321, wherein said associated 
processing device further includes: 

a device for generating a ping signal every * 
predetermined interval if it is determined that said subscriber 
is authorized to connect to said network; and 

a transmitter for transmittlLpg^s^ ping signal to said 
storage device; and / \n 



expected time of next ping signal from said subscriber; and 

wherein said time device is operable to generate said 
logout time and said logout date for said\ sxabscriber when said 
ping signal is not received from said assaciated processing 
device substantially within said expected time. 

351. The system of claim 325, whenein said associated 
processing device further includes: \ 



wherein said storage devao 



able to update an 
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a device tbr generating a ping signal every 
predetermined interval if it is determined that said subscriber 
is authorized to connect to said network; and 

a transmitter Vor transmitting said ping signal to said 
5 storage device; and \ 

wherein said storage device is operable to update an 
expected time of next ping signal from said subscriber; and 

wherein said time device is operable to generate said 
logout time and said logout date for said subscriber when said 
iigO ping signal is not received from said associated processing * 
fU device substantially within saicA expected time. 

.5 352, The system of claim\324, wherein said associated 

'^^ processing device further includes /ax^evice for determining date 
if5 and time that each infoinnation in^^i^t''''s^ of information 

for said subscriber was displayed on skid associated processing 
device to provide a display date and a oisplay time, 
respectively; and wherein said storage dev-ice is operable to 
store said display date and said display tVme of said each 
20 information for said sxabscriber. \ 

353. The system of claim 352, whereiV said associated 
processing device further includes a device f orVgenerating a 
plurality of INFO display records for said subscriber, each INFO 



Ny2-130567.3 



198 



PATENT 

\ DT-2503 
display record containing subscriber ID of said subscriber, and 
said INFO ID, said dVsplay date, said display time and said INFO 
duration associated with said each information; and wherein said 
storage device is operable to store said plurality of INFO 
display records. \ 

354. The system of claim 352, further comprising a 
device for assigning a location ID for said subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said associated processing 
device; and wherein said storage device is operable to store said 
location ID for said sub^rifier. 



355. The system of claim 354, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code; and wherein said associated processing 
device includes: \ 

a device for generating\a plurality of INFO display 
records for said subscriber, each ttNFO display record containing 
subscriber ID and location ID of said subscriber, and said INFO 
ID, said display date, said display \ time and said INFO duration 
associated with said each information; 

a storage device for locally storing said plurality of 
INFO display records for said siabscribter; and 
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a transmitter for transmitting said plurality of INFO 
display records for said subscriber to said storage device 
connected to said network. 

356/ The system oh^ claim 354, wherein said associated 
processing device includes a >device for generating a plurality of 
INFO display records for said subscriber, each INFO display 
record containing subscriber ID\and location ID of said 
subscriber, and said INFO ID, saS^d display date, said display 
time and said INFO duration associatied .with said each 
information; and wherein said stczTrag^ device is operable to store 
said plurality of INFO display yxecOTds . 

357. The system of claim 29fe, wherein said associated 
processing device includes an input device; and wherein said 
display devices includes a first portion! for displaying said 
sequence of information and a second pornion for displaying said 
data received from said at least one data\ provider selected by 
said subscriber. 

358, The system of claim 357, fu:^ther comprising a 
device for assigning an unique INFO ID and kn INFO duration to 
each information in said sequence of information to provide a 
plurality of INFO IDs and a plurality of INFQ durations; wherein 
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said storage device is ouperable to store said plurality of INFO 
IDs and said plurality of\ INFO durations; and wherein said 
display device is operableXto display said each information in 
said sequence of inf ormation\ for said INFO duration assigned to 
said each information before displaying next information in said 
sequence of information for said subscriber. 



359. The system of claim^358, wherein said first 
portion of said display device is divideji--4.n^^ a plurality of 
linked regions and a plurality of ui*^ regions, each of said 

plurality of linked regions is l/ink^^ one of said p;k{irality of 
data providers; and wherein said associated processing device 
further includes a region selector for ^electing one of said 
plurality of linked regions by said each^ subscriber to receive 
additional information. 



360. The system of claim 359, further comprising a 
device for assigning an unique subscriber ID to said associated 
processing device; wherein each of said plurality of data 
providers is uniquely identified by a data provider ID; and 
wherein said associated processing device further includes: 

a detector for detecting which information in said 
sequence of information is being displayed on saM first portion 
of said display device to provide a displayed INFO ID; and 
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a time device for determining date and time that 
information corresponding to said displayed INFO ID was displayed 
on said associated processing device to provide a display date 
and a display time, respectively; and 

wherein said detector is operable to detect which one 
of said plurality of linlced regions was selected by said 
sxibscriber during the display of information corresponding to 
said displayed INFO ID to pijrovide a selected data provider ID; 
and 

wherein said storing device is operable to store said 
subscriber ID, said displayed INFO^'^oT^^said selected data 
provider ID, said display date ar^ said display time for said 
subscriber if it is detected ttmt said one of said plurality of 
linked regions was selectea by said— sttb&esiber . 



361. The system of claim \360, further comprising a 
device for assigning a location ID for said subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said\^ssociated processing 
device; and wherein said storage device is operable to store said 
location ID for said subscriber. \ 

\ 

\ 

362. The system of claim 361, wherein said location ID 

\ 

includes a zip code; and wherein said associated processing 
device further includes: 
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a device for generating a plurality of clicked event 
records for said subscriber, each clicked event record for said 
STibscriber being associateciv with a single selected data provider 
ID and said each clicked event record containing said siabscriber 
ID, said location ID and said ^single selected data provider ID, 
and said displayed INFO ID, said display date and said display 
time associated with said single ^elected data provider ID; 

a local storage device for locally storing said 
plurality of clicked event records for said subscriber; and 

a transmitter for transmitting aariH'^liirality of * 
clicked event records for said siibscrM^r to saia storage device 
connected to said network . / \ I 

363. The system of claim 361, wneretn---6aid--a:Ssociated 
processing device further includes a device for generating a 
plurality of clicked event records for said\ subscriber, each 
clicked event record for said subscriber being associated with a 
single selected data provider ID and said eacn clicked event 
record containing said subscriber ID, said location ID and said 
single selected data provider ID, and said displayed INFO ID, 
said display date and said display time associated with said 
single selected data provider ID; and wherein said storage device 
is operable to store said plurality of clicked event records for 
said subscriber. \ 
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364. The system of claim 294, wherein each information 




in said sequence of information for said subscriber is a 
unsolicited request forMata from one of said plurality of data 
providers . \ 

365. The system orV claim 364, wherein said unsolicited 
request for data is limited to a subset of said plurality of data 
providers . \ 

366. The system of claim 365, further comprising an * 
inhibiting device for inhibiting sa^^dT^^lector from selecting a 
data provider in said subset by y^iar subscriber. 

3 67. The system of claim 294, wherein each of said 
plurality of data providers is uniqueiW identified by a data 
provider ID and further comprising a saorage device connected to 
said network for storing said subscriber ID and said data 
provider ID associated with at least oneVdata provider selected 
by said subscriber. \ 



processing device further includes a time device for determining 
date and time said data received from said at\least one data 
provider selected by said subscriber was displayed on said 



368. The system of claim 367, wherein said associated 
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display device to provide a display date and a display time, 

respectively; and wherein said storage device is operable to 

store said display date and said display time. 

369. The system of claim 368, further comprising a 
device for assigning a location ID for said svibscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said associated processing 
device; and wherein said storage device is operable to store said 
location ID for said subscriber. 

370. The system of claim 36^, wherein said location ID 
includes a zip code; and wherein said l^ssopi^ted processing 
device further includes: 

a device for generating a ^lA^irilis£y_fif--data display 
records for said subscriber, each data display record for said 
subscriber being associated with a single\ data provider ID stored 
in said storage device and said each data \ display record 
containing said subscriber ID, said location ID and said single 
data provider ID, and said display date and said display time 
associated with said single data provider lb; 

a local storage device for locally storing said 
plurality of data display records for said subscriber; and 
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a transmitter for transmitting said plurality of data 
display records for said subscriber to said storage device 
connected to said network. 



371. The system of claim 369, wherein said associated 
processing device further includes a aevice for generating a 
plurality of data display records for said subscriber, each data 
display record for said sxabscriber being associated with a single 
data provider ID stored in said storage \device and said each data 
display record containing said subscriber^ ID, said location ID * 
and said single data provider ID, and said^di^lay date and said 
display time associated with said sing^ provider ID; and 

wherein said storage device is operab5re to ^^ore feaid plurality 
of data display records for said subscriber. 



372. The system of claim 295, wherein said network is a 
cable television network and wherein said plurality of processing 
devices are converter boxes. 



373. The system of claim 372, wherein Scfiid each of said 
plurality of data providers represents a broadcast \channel on 
said cable television network. 
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374. The system claim 373, wherein each of said 
converter boxes includes a television receiving apparatus, 
wherein said selector is operable to select a broadcast channel 
to display a program that is received on said selected broadcast 
channel and wherein said displayXdevice is operable to 
continuously display said sequenceyof information simultaneously 
with said program received on said selected broadcast channel. 



375. The system of claim 374, 



jfrein said selector is 



operable to select a next broadcast channel^o display a program 



/ 

that is received on said next broadcast 



lel in response to 



said input from said subscriber and wherein said display device 
is operable to continuously display said s,equence of information 
simultaneously with said program received on said next broadcast 
channel . 



376. The system of claim 375, wherein said selector 
includes a channel up button or a channel down button operable 
with said converter box. 



377. The system of claim 314, wherein said connecting 



device includes a phone selector for selecting an access phone 
number by said subscriber; and wherein said connecting device is 
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operable to connect said terminal to said computer network using 
said access phone number, 

378. The system of Vlaim 377, wherein said INFO 
selector is operable to selectXsaid sequence of information for 
said subscriber in accordance with said profile data and said 
access phone number associated wAth said subscriber, 

379. The system of claim Q77, further comprising a 
device for assigning a location ID fbr said subscriber in 
accordance with the locality of said kssocj^tec^ processing 
device; and wherein said storage devic^/Us operable to store said 
location ID for said subscriber. 

380. The system of claim 379, Wherein said location id 
includes at least a zip code. 



381. The system of claim 380, furtiher comprising: 

a device for determining whether said zip code stored 

for said subscriber is associated with said access phone number 

selected by said subscriber; and 

an assigning device for assigning saia zip code as a 

location zip code for said subscriber if it is determined that 

said zip code is associated with said access phone number; and 
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wherein said assigning device is operable to assign 
said location zip code for said subscriber in accordance with 
said access phone number if it is determined that said zip code 
is not associated with said access phone number. 

382. The system of claim 38l)^wherein said INFO 
selector is operable to select said sequence of information for 
said subscriber in accordance with said profile data and said 
location zip code associated with said subscriber. 



383. The system of claim 382, further comprising a 
device for determining a time zone in accorpapdeVwit'i said 
location zip code. 

384. The system of claim 383, further comprising a 
device for assigning a display time range to e^ch of said 
plurality of information to provide a plurality \of display time 
ranges; and wherein said storage device is operal^le to store said 
plurality of display time ranges. 



.385. The system of claim 384, wherein said INFO 

\ 

selector is operable to select said sequence of informatxon for 
said subscriber in accordance with said profile data\ said 

\ 
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location zip code, a current\time and said time zone associated 
with said sxibscriber, and said plurality of display time ranges. 

386. The system of claim 377, further comprising a 
device for assigning a display time range to each of said 
plurality of information to provide a plurality of display time 
ranges; and wherein said storage dWice is operable to store said 
plurality of display time ranges. \ 

387. The system of claim 3ff6, wherein said INFO 
selector is operable to select said sequence of information for 
said subscriber in accordance with said profilej data, said access 
phone number and a current time associate wiyh said subscriber, 
and said plurality of display time ranaels/^ 

388. The system of claim 294, wherein said associated 
processing device includes an input device \ for entering said 
profile data by said subscriber; and wherein said storage device 
is operable to store said profile data entered by said 
subscriber. \ 

389. The system of claim 388, further \comprising a 
device for assigning an unique subscriber ID to each of said 
plurality of processing devices; wherein said input device is 
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operable to enter additional profile data by said svibscriber; and 
wherein said storage devic^ is operable to store said subscriber 
ID and said additional profile data for said subscriber. 



390. The system of qlaim 389, wherein said INFO 
selector is operable to select \said- sequence of information for 
said subscriber in accordance with said profile data and said 
additional profile data, 

391. The system of claim \323, wherein said INFO 
selector is operable to select said Vs^qjli^nce of information for 
said subscriber in accordance with/sai^ profile data and said 
session usage record, 

392. The system of claim 327, Wherein said INFO 
selector is operable to select said sequence of information for 
said sxibscriber in accordance with said profile data and said 
session usage record, 



393. The system of claim 346, wherein said INFO 

selector is operable to select said sequence \pf information for 

said subscriber in accordance with said prof ii^e data and said 
session usage record. 
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394. The systenKof claim 349, wherein said INFO 
selector is operable to select said sequence of information for 
said subscriber in accordance with said profile data and said 
session usage record. 

395. The system of clai.m 332, wherein said INFO 
selector is operable to select saM sequence of information for 
said subscriber in accordance with >^aid profile data and said 
INFO display record . 



396. The system of claim 337)^ wherein said INFO 
selector is operable to select said sequence of information for 
said subscriber in accordance with said profile data and said 
INFO display record. 



397. The system of claim 340, wherein said INFO 

selector is operable to select said sequence of information for 

said siibscriber in accordance with said profile data and said 

INFO display record. \ 



398. The system of claim 342, wherein said^INFO 
selector is operable to select said sequence of information for 
said subscriber in accordance with said profile data and said 
INFO display record. 
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399. The system of claim 353, wherein said INFO 



selector is operable to select \said sequence of information for 
said sxibscriber in accordance wi\h said profile data and said 
INFO display record. 

400. The system of claim 356, wherein said INFO 
selector is operable to select said sequence of information for 
said subscriber in accordance with saiu profile data and said 
INFO display record. 

401. The system of claim 363, wherein ^±d INFO 
selector is operable tc select said sequence g(t inf orm^iiibn for 
said sxibscriber in accordance with said prc\file data and said 
plurality of clicked event records. 

402. The system of claim 371, wherea^ said INFO 
selector is operable to select said sequence on information for 
said subscriber in accordance with said profile ^ata and said 
plurality of data display records, 



403. The system of claim 294, wherein saii storage 
device comprises at least a first storage device for\storing said 
profile data and a second storage device for storing said 
plurality of information. 
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404. The system of \ claim 312, wherein said storage 
device comprises at least a first storage device for storing said 
profile data, a second storagA device for storing said plurality 
of information and a third stof^ge device for storing said 
subscriber ID and said password. 



405. The system of claim\323, wherein said storage 
device comprises at least a first storage device for storing said 
profile data, a second storage devicte for storing said plurality 
of information and a third storage device for storing said 
subscriber ID, said login time, said login date, said logout 
time, said logovt date, said session duicTtion and said session 



usage records. 



406. The system of cl'a4ifr^7 ,/w^aerein said storage 
device comprises at least a first storage \device for storing said 
profile data, a second storage device for storing said plurality 
of information and a third storage device for storing said 
subscriber ID, said login time, said login date, said logout 
time, said logout date, said plurality of INFO IDs, said 
plurality of INFO durations, said list of displayed information, 
said display date, said display time and said IP(FO display 
record . 
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407. The system pf claim 340, wherein said storage 
device comprises at least a first storage device for storing said 
profile data, a second stora)ge device for storing said plurality 
of information and a third stcnrage device for storing said 
subscriber ID, said login time ,\ said login date, said logout 
time, said logout date, said plurality of INFO IDs, said 
plurality of INFO durations, said\list of displayed information, 
said display date, said display titne, said location ID and said 
INFO display record. \ 

408. The system of claim 34b, wherein said storage 
device comprises at least a first storage device for storing said 
profile data, a second storage devicfe fior staring said plurality 
of information and a third storage^ devii^^^^r storing said 
subscriber ID, said login time, said log)LnC^dal:jer''^id logout 
time, said logout date, said session duration, said location ID 
and said session usage records. \ 

409. The system of claim 363, whdrein said storage 
device comprises at least a first storage device for storing said 
profile data, a second storage device for sttoring said plurality 
of information and a third storage device for storing said 
subscriber ID, said plurality of INFO IDs, said plurality of INFO 
durations, said displayed INFO ID, said selected data provider 
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ID, said display date, said display time, said location ID and 
said plurality of clicked event records . 

410. The system of claim 371, wherein said storage 
device comprises at least a f irst \storage device for storing said 
profile data, a second storage devj>ce for storing said plurality 
of information and a third storage device for storing said 
subscriber ID, said data provider ID,\ said display date, said 
display time, said location ID and sai\^ plurality of data display 
records . 

411. The system of claim 389^where^ said storage 
device comprises at least a first storag^x^^^ for storing said 
profile data, a second storage devic^tor s'toriiig-'SSid plurality 
of information and a third storage device foir storing said 
subscriber ID and said additional profile data. 

412. The system of claim 369, wherein\said associated 
processing device further includes a device for generating a 
plurality of data display records for each plurality of data 
providers, each data display record containing said profile data, 
said location ID and said single data provider ID, and said 
display date and said display time associated with said single 
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data provider ID; and wherein said storage device is operable to 
store said plurality of \iata display records for said siibscriber. 

413. The system of claim 412, wherein said storage 
device comprises at least a JSirst storage device for storing said 
profile data, a second storage, device for storing said plurality 
of information and a third stooge device for storing said data 
provider ID, said display date, feaid display time, said location 
ID and said plurality of data display records. 

414. The system of claim wher^ein said associated 
processing device includes: / V/ 

a device for generatingL^^^uijkl of data display 
records for each of said plurality of da tV providers , each data 
display record containing said profile data, said location ID and 
said single data provider ID, and said display date and said 
display time associated with said single data provider ID; 

a local storage device for locally storing said 
plurality of data display records for said eacWyof said plurality 
of data providers; and \ 

a transmitter for transmitting said plurality of data 
display records for said each of said plurality ofVdata providers 
to said storage device connected to said network. 
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415- Tlie system of claim of 360, wherein said region 
selector is operable to control said display device to display 
said additional infoirmation in said second portion of said 
display device. \ 

416. The methods. of claim 360, wherein said region 
selector is operaible to control said display device to display a 
request for additional data tto said subscriber in said second 
portion of said display devicej wherein said input device is 
operable to enter said additionlal ^d^ta) by said subscriber; ' 
wherein said associated procesad^ device includes a reading 
device for reading said profile data corresponding to said 
subscriber ID from said storage-^vir:e and a device for 
generating a packet containing said s\jDscriber ID, said profile 
data and said additional data; and wherein said storage device is 
operable to store said packet. 

417. A method of connecting a terminal to a host server 
on the internet in response to an incomplete uniform resource 
locator, wherein said terminal has a monitor and an input device, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

entering a host name by a user corresponding to said 
host server on said input device to provide said incomplete 
uniform resource locator; 
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contextually determining remaining components of said 
incomplete uniform resource locator as a function of said host 
server. 

418. The method of claim 417, wherein the step of 
contextually determining includes the step of determining a 
domain of said host server as a function of a probability 
distribution of the number of host servers in a particular 
domain . 

4 

419. The method of claim 417, wherein said monitor 
includes a plurality of clickable buttons, each of said plurality 
of clickable buttons corresponding to one component of a uniform 
resource locator; and wherein the step of contextually 
determining contextually determines the remaining components of 
said incomplete uniform resource locator in response to one or 
more of said plurality of clickable buttons clicked by said user. 

420. Apparatus for connecting a coraputer terminal to a 
host server on the internet in response to an incomplete uniform 
resource locator, comprising a device for contextually 
determining remaining components of said incomplete uniform 
resource locator as a function of a host name entered by a user 
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to provide a complete uniform resource locator, wherein said host 
name corresponds to said host server. 

421. The apparatus of claim 420, wherein said device 
for contextually determining is operable to determine a domain of 
said host server as a function of a probability distribution of 
the number of host servers in a particular domain. 

422. The apparatus of claim 420, wherein said terminal 
includes a monitor having a plurality of clickable buttons, each* 
of said plurality of clickable buttons corresponding to one 
component of a uniform resource locator; and said device for 
contextually determining contextually determines the remaining 
components of said incomplete uniform resource locator in 
response to one or more of said plurality of clickable buttons 
clicked by said user. 
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